Gorbachev, Arafat meet in E. Berlin 

TUNIS (AP)— Mikhail Gorbachev and Yasser Arafat agree 
on the necessity of rapid global undertaking to end violence 
in the Israeli-occupied territories, the Palestinian news 
agency WAFA reported Sunday. Arafat, chairman of the 
ntestme Liberation Organisation (PLO), met the Soviet 
leader in East Berlin during Saturday’s violence-marred 
ceremonies to mark the 40th anniversary of the East 
German state, WAFA reported from Tonis, headqnaters of 
the PLO. The talks took place ‘in Light of the escalation of 
repression by the Israeli army in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and the pursuit of arrogant politics by Israeli 
leaders,” WAFA said. Gorbachev and Arafat also agreed to 
coordinate Palestinian-Soviet relations. * 



jndation 


Nathan says Israel sent him to Arafat 

TEL AVIV (R) —An IsncB ordered Jailed last week for eweting 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) leader Yasser Ararat tow 
yegrmqinted Sunday as saying the government sari hmiitotalk 
PLO in 1982. Veteran peace ca mpai g n er Abie Nathan, a 
popular broadcaster, Is due to begin a six-mouth jail term Tuesday 
forbreakmg a 1936 taw barring contacts with the FLO. Nathan 
told an in that the government salt nun to Bonn 

during IsracTs 1982 invasion of Lebanon to try to free a captured 
Israeli pilot, the daily Maariv reported. “As I spoke to Arafat our 
shells were faffing nearby,” it quoted him assaying. “I asked him 
to make a gesture but he reftsed saying, ‘Yon have 6,000 prisoners 
of ours and we have only one of yows.’ Iranian-born Nathan, 62, 
met Arafat and other PLO officials in Tunis and Strasbourg in 

September last year in what he says were efforts to persuade them 

to make peace with Israel. 
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State visit to Canada begins Monday 


King, Queen in Rome 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Writer with agency dispatches 
ROME — Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor arrived 
here Sunday on a two-day work¬ 
ing visit to Italy before embarking 
on a six-day state visit to Canada. 

The King and Queen, who are 
accompanied by Prune Minister 
Sherif Zeid Ben Shaker, Royal 
Court Chief Mudar Badran, Poli¬ 
tical Advisor Adnan Abu Odeh 
and Planning Minister Ziad Paris, 
were received upon arrival here 
by the Italian minister of environ¬ 
ment and other senior officials as 
well as the Jordanian ambassador 
to Italy and the Italian ambassa¬ 
dor to Jordan. 

The King is expected to hold 
formal talks with Italian Presi¬ 
dent Francisco Cossiga, Prime. 
Minister Guffio Andreotti and 
other senior officials Monday be¬ 
fore departing for Canada. 


The King's talks in Rome as 
well as Ottawa are expected to 
deal with prospects for peace in 
the Middle East, including the 
Arab-Israeli-conflict,' the 
Lebanese civil war and the linger¬ 
ing dispute between Iran and Iraq 
after eight years of war, accord¬ 
ing to Jordanian officials. 

It will be the King's fourth visit 
to Canada, but the first for talks 
with the government of Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney who 
took office in 1984. 

Tnr rfaniarwCanaWian trade and 

possible Canadian investments in 
the Kingdom are also expected to 
dismissed, official sources said. 

“We have increasingly better 
ties with Canada in economy as 
well as political affairs," a Jorda¬ 
nian official said. “Our economic 
cooperation has grown signifi¬ 
cantly in the last 10 years, parti¬ 
cularly in oil exploration and 


__ • • m A ' liver lectures at Canadi 

Regent visits army units weekend in the Rod 

tains. • 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan. the The King will make i 
Regent, Sunday made field tours of several units of the Armed in London on his way 
Forces. deliver a lecture at Ox 

After hearing brief reports on training operations, the Crown versify. 

Prince conveyed to the conscripts the greetings of His Majesty King The King and Queen 
Hussein and stressed the importance of training. Prince Hassan also off upon their deparl 
welcomed military delegations that visited the units to watch Amman by His Royal 
exercises. Crown Prince Hassan, r 

Present were His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Ibn A1 Hussein, ly members. Cabinet mi 
senior military officers, and a number of friendly military delega- senior officials. The Cro 
tions. Prince Hassan was accompanied by Chief of Staff General was sworn in as Rege 
Fathi Abu Taleb. the King's departure. 

Israeli army seals off 
occupied territories 


technology.'’ 

“Canada’s position on the Mid¬ 
dle East has been very positive in 
recent years on the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict and the Iran-Iraq war," 
added the official, who preferred 
anonymity. 

The King is expected to renew 
the Arab call for a U.N.-spon¬ 
sored international peace confer¬ 
ence on the Middle East. 

On the economic front, Cana¬ 
da has given Jordan 32 million 
Canadi an dollars in aid through a 
government aid organisation, 
Petro-Canada International, to 
help the Kingdom explore for oil. 

Canadian companies have been 
involved in setting up a factory to 
make medical capsules in Jordan 
and in several agricultural and 
engineering projects. 

In addition to his meeting with 
Canadian officials, the King is 
expected to address members of 
the business community and de¬ 
liver lectures at Canadian univer¬ 
sities before spending the 
weekend in the Rocky Moun¬ 
tains. • 

The King will make a stopover 
in London on his way back and 
deliver a lecture at Oxford Uni¬ 
versity. 

The King and Queen were seen 
off upon their departure from 
Amman by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, royal fami¬ 
ly members. Cabinet minister and 
senior officials. The Crown Prince 
was sworn in as Regent before 
the King's departure. 



OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — The Israeli army 
sealed off the occupied West 
Bank Sunday and put police and 
troops on alert as the Jewish state 
shut down for the annual day of 
atonement fast, the holiest day in 
the Jewish calendar. 

The West Bank closure fol¬ 
lowed Saturday's sealing of the 
occupied Gaza Strip, barring 
more than 1.7 million Palesti¬ 
nians from Israel over the 25- 
bour fast, when all traffic stops, 
work is forbidden and radio and 
television close down. 

As Jews mark the fast from 
Sunday afternoon to dusk on 
Monday, the Palestinian uprising 
enters its 23rd month with a 
general strike and protests. 

The army main tamed a curfew 
on most West Bank refugee 
camps, a military spokesman 
said. 

After a break Saturday to re¬ 
plenish food stocks. Arabs in the 
occupied territories and occupied 
Arab Jerusalem resumed a five- 
day strike called by the revolt’s 
underground leaders. 

Palestinian sources said Sunday 
that a body was found over the 
weekend in the West Bank village 
of Beitunia. They could not name 
the dead man nor say if he was 
one of the more than 120 Palesti¬ 
nians killed by unknown 
assailants on suspicion of col¬ 
laboration with the Israeli 
occupation authorities. 


Army radio said a military 
"appeals tribunal rejected a peti¬ 
tion by four soldiers charged with 
illegally beating two Arabs to 
change the army judge hearing 
their case. 

The defendants, from the 
Givati brigade, are accused of 
beating two residents of the Gaza 
Strip's AI Bureij refugee camp. 
They died later. 

Defence lawyers wanted to re¬ 
place Colonel Emmanuel Gross 
who voiced harsh criticism of 
army behaviour at the trial earlier 
this year of four other Givati 
soldiers involved in the fatal beat¬ 
ing of a Palestinian from the 
strip's Jabalya camp. 

The incidents followed Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's orders last year for 
troops to use “might, force and 
beatings" to crush the revolt. 

On Saturday, the Israeli army 
barred hundreds of Israeli peace 
activists from entering a West 
Bank town to talk peace with die 
Palestinian residents. 

An army spokesman said the 
West Bank town of Tulkarem, 
where the peace meeting was 
scheduled, was a “closed military 
area” and only residents of the 
town were permitted to enter. 

The spokesman, who could not 
be named, said Rabin had re¬ 
fused to grant permission to the 
“Peace Now" group to enter Tul¬ 
karm. He refused to elaborate. 


PLO says 
100 dead 
or wounded 

NICOSIA (AP) — A top aide to 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
said more than 100 Palestinians 
were killed or wounded in 
dashes Sunday hi the Isradi- 
ocenpied territories. 

Bassam Abu Sharif called on 
the United States and the United 
Nations Security Conned “to 
act Immediately to put an end to 
the insane terrorism launched 
by the (Yitzhak) Shamh: govern¬ 
ment." 

His statement was released by 
the Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation (PLO) in Toms and 
made available to tbe Associated 
Press in Nicosia on Sunday. 

“Israeli terrorism exceeded 
all limits today, when more than 
100 Palestinians fefl wounded or 
dead in the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank dries and villages," Abu 
Shari f said. 

Abu Sharif said Israel had 
derided to buikl a new camp In 
the West Bank and to expand 
the existing Ansar-3 camp for 
incarceration of thousands of 
Palestinians bdd without Charge 
or trial. 


Papandreou launches coalition 
efforts against heavy odds 


ATHENS (R) — Former Greek 
Prime Minister Andreas Papan¬ 
dreou, who faces criminal 
charges, worked against the odds 
Sunday to form a left-wing coali¬ 
tion government but a second 
national election this year seemed 
inevitable. 

Papandreou, 70, accepted a 
three-day mandate from Presi¬ 
dent Christos Sartzetakis Satur¬ 
day to try to coax a Communist- 
led alliance to join his Socialist 
Party in a leftist coalition govern¬ 
ment. 

He took up tbe mandate after 
tbe Conservative-Communist 
coalition formed in July resigned, 
saying it bad completed its gov¬ 
ernment dean-up campaign and 
wanted elections Nov. 5. 

Papandreou, who ruled from 
1981 until an election defeat last 
June, has little chance of winning 
over the Communists, who voted 
in parliament last month to have 
him tried on criminal charges. 


The unprecedented right-left 
coalition used its strength in par¬ 
liament to send Papandreou to 
trial on charges of ordering illegal 
telephone wiretaps while in office 
and complicity in a S200-mfliioa 
bank embezzlement scandal. 

Five other former Socialist 
ministers were also ordered to 
stand trial in the bank: embezzle¬ 
ment affair or another scandal 
involving illegal grain sales to the 
European Community. 

Papandreou said be would re¬ 
turn bis mandate to Sartzetakis 
on Monday, and announce prop¬ 
osals by his PanHellenic Socialist 
Movement (Pasok) for forging a 
coalition government from the 
present parliament. 

But the odds are stacked heavi¬ 
ly against success. Both the con¬ 
servative New Democracy Party 
and its Communist coalition part¬ 
ners have adamantly rejected any 
deals at this stage and insisted on 
elections in November. 


With die Conservatives and 
Communists controlling 173 seats 
in the 300-seat parliament, there 
seems no way for Papandreou to 
avoid running an election cam¬ 
paign while under the cloud of a 
pending c riminal t rial. 

If Papandreou fails the Com¬ 
munists have a chance. They have 
said that, like New Democracy 
Saturday, they will reject the 
mandate. Sartzetakis must then 
seek a national unity government 
and finally he calls elections. Ibis 
is exptected by Saturday. 

Papandreou’s decision to 
accept the mandate appeared to 
be a defiant gesture to show he 
remains a force to be reckoned 
with despite his recent misfor¬ 
tunes. 

He has been trying to regroup 
the Socialist party, whose 
strength was cut to 125 seats from 
161 in parliament, and woo back 
disgruntled members who left be¬ 
cause of tiie scandals. 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor are 
seen off upon tbeir departure for Italy Sunday by 
ms Royal ffighness Crown Prince Hassan, Hb 


Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Ibn Hussein, royal 
family members and senior officials (Petra photo) 


Palestinians urge U.S. to 
pressure Israel into talks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Would-be Palestinian negotiators Sunday urged 
more U.S. pressure on Israel to begin peace talks 
and warned of more violence because of Israel’s 
refusal to meet them under an Egyptian proposal. 

A leading Labour party politician, Moshe Shah- 
al, said U.S. help in choosing Palestinian delegates 
to talk with Israel could “rescue the political 
situation” following last Friday's decision to turn 
down Egypt's offer to sponsor a dialogue. 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak proposed 
that talks in Cairo would include several Palesti¬ 
nians expelled by the Israeli occupation author¬ 
ities. But die right-wing Likud party blocked 
approval of the plan by Israel’s divided cabinet, 
saying it refused to talk to anybody linked to the 
: Palestine Liberation. Organisation .(FLO).- . 

One of the Palestinians suggested by Mubarak 
appealed Sunday to European countries and the 
United States to Lead to the Israeli-Palestinian 
dialogue. 

“The United States must take a more active and 
serious role to convince the Israelis to hold the 
meeting proposed by Mubarak," Radwan Abu 
Ayyash said in a telephone interview. 

Abu Ayyash, bead of the West Bank’s Arab 
Journalists Association and a supporter of PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s mainstream Fateh fac¬ 
tion, urged the White House to step up its own 
dialogue with the PLO “to counter the Israeli 
decision.” * 

The labour party, Likud's partner in tlffe coali-' 
tion government, had welcomed Mubarak’s offer. 

Assad Saftawi, a Gaza Strip school principal and 
another person reportedly suggested by Mubarak, 
said he was shocked that Mubarak’s plan was 
rejected. 

“The decision will bring waves of violence and 
extremism,” be said. “The blame is cm Israel.” 

Both Saftawi and Abu Ayyash predicted more 
violence in the Palestinian uprising against Israeli 
occupation if steps were not taken towards peace. 

“Palestinian moderation has its limits. If there is 
no achievement, then our people will go back to 
extremism,” Saftawi said. 

LJknd contention 

However, Likud members maintained that the 
vote last Friday did not halt progress towards 
peace. 

'The peace process... does not depend on one 
vote in the cabinet," said Ehud Olmert, the 
minister in charge of Arab affairs. 

He told Israel radio that tbe government could 
still agree to meet a Palestinian delegation if tbe 
members were acceptable to Israel. 

His Likud colleague. Foreign Minister Moshe 
Arens, blamed last week’s rejection on tbe “stub¬ 
bornness" of Labour in forcing a vote on Mubar¬ 
ak’s proposal. He maintained tbe vote should have 
been put off until after Israel received an expected 
U.S. proposal to assist in forming a Palestinian 
delegation. 

But Shahal, Labour's energy minister in the 


Taif talks at 
‘crossroads’ 


coalition cabinet, said Arens never pleaded for a 
delay and came to last Friday's meeting with only a 
vague notion of what the United States might 
propose. 

“If there is an American proposal, which we 
haven’t heard explicitly from the foreign minis¬ 
ter... this could rescue the political situation," he 
said. 

Abu Sharif , hits Likud 

In Tunis, a senior aide to Arafat said a Middle Hast 
East settlement will be Nocked if Israel continues 
to refuse peace talks with Palestinians. 

Bassam Abu Sharif also urged U.S- President 
George Bush to persuade Israel to talk to the 
Palestinians at a meeting m.Cairo_as proposed by 
Egypt. His remarks were made in Moscow Sacar- 
day and distributed in Tunis Sunday. 

“Shamir's and the Likud’s refusal to accept 
Egyptian proposal regarding elections is irrefut¬ 
able proof of their devotion... to their decision to 
reject any withdrawal from die occupied territor¬ 
ies," Abu Sharif said. 

Abu Sharif singled out the Likud bloc, but made 
no reference to Labour members of the Israeli 
government who Friday voted in favour of .talks 
with Palestinians in Cairo. 

Abu Sharif said he hoped “President Bush will 
act positively and constructively to convince 
Israel... 

“It is dear the PLO has made all possible 
concessions to advance the peace process, and that 
die real obstacle is the Shamir government,” he 
said. 

He said the United Nations Security Council 
must take “practical decisions,” to end repression 
in foe occupied territories, before adopting an 
action programme for tbe withdrawal of Israeli 
forces. 

Avi Pazner, media adviser to Shamir, said the 
next diplomatic move belonged to the United 
States. 

Israel, in constant contact with Washington, still 
hoped that Baker would formally offer to hold 
preliminary U.S. -Israeli-Egypti an talks on tbe 
composition of a Palestinian delegation for nego¬ 
tiations, he said. 

“We will have to see what will be the next 
American steps... It’s not yet a crisis and we have 
to do our utmost to see that it doesn't become a 
crisis," Pazner told Reuters. 

“I t h ink he (Baker) wants certainly to do it in 
agreement with, or at least in understanding with,' 
the Egyptians. Maybe he wants not to send a letter 
but to send somebody else (to tbe Middle East :).” 

Pazner said Israel might also talk to Egypt in an 
attempt to break the deadlock. “There are certain¬ 
ly other avenues which we want to explore," he 
said. 

An opinion poll in the daily Maariv suggested 
Israelis largely opposed talks with a Palestinian 
team containing people expelled from the occu¬ 
pied territories, as has been poposed. 


TAIF (Agencies) — A leading 
Lebanese Muslim legislator said 
Sunday that talks to end his coun¬ 
try’s civil war were deadlocked 
and warned that a “more vicious 
war" would erupt if Christians do 
not surrender some of their poli¬ 
tical power. 

Zaher Khatib, a Sunni Muslim 
who represents the National 
Front, an alliance of 18 Syrian 
and Iranian-backed Lebanese 
factions, told reporters that Syria 
would not withdraw its troops 
from Lebanon until the Christ¬ 
ians agree to political reforms. 

“We’re at a dangerous cros¬ 
sroads,” he said after 63 Lebanse 
lawmakers failed to meet for the 
third straight day because of deep 
divirions on the central issue of 
Syria’s military presence in Leba¬ 
non and the reforms proposed by 
the Arab League. 

The 33 Christian and 30 Mus¬ 
lim legislators were gathered in 
tbe Saudi Arabian resort of Taif 
Sept. 30 by tbe 22-member Arab 
League to discuss a “national 
reconciliation charter.” 

Khatib declared that tbe Taif 
meeting was an “historic and 
golden opportunity” to end the 
war and should not be lost. 

“Tbe alternative is a renewal of 
the war, and this time it will be a 
more vicious war because the 
weapons are going to be more 
vicious," he warned. 

There will either be “a radical 
political solution that fun¬ 
damentally ends factionalism, or 
there will only be a truce that will 
seed Hew wars," he said. 

Echoing the stand by Syria, he 
said: “The Lebanese problem is 
internal, Dot external; the result 
of a corrupt political system." - 

The Arab League has proposed 


a two-year withdrawal by Syrian 
troops from western sectors of 
Beirut to the Bekaa Valley in the 
east, after which a new Lebanese 
government would negotiate fu¬ 
ture Syrian military deployments. 

Christian leader and army chief 
Michel Aoun has demanded a 
complete Syrian pullout within 
six months. 

The Syrians have made it dear 
they will not withdraw before the 
Christians agree to share power 
equally with Muslims. 

They have also linked with¬ 
drawal of their 40,000 troops in 
Lebanon to an Israeli withdrawal 
from a border strip in South 
Lebanon. 

The Israelis have refused to 
budge, despite United Nations 
pressure, and there has been no 
sign they have changed their 
'minds. 

Lebanese Shi’ite Muslim par¬ 
liament member Yousef Haro- 
moud said consultations in Taif 
had been deadlocked for three 
days by what he called a “tug of 
war" between Muslims and 
Christians. 

But Hammond, from the 
Shiite-dominated regions of 
South Lebanon, stressed the im¬ 
portance of a peace plan offered 
by Arab mediators as a “historic 
chance for conciliation.’’ 

The United States encouraged 
Arab mediators Sunday to keep 
working to achieve agreement at 
the Taif meting. 

“The Arab League committee 
has given the Lebanese people 
new hope. It deserves the frill 
. support of the international com¬ 
munity,” said a statement re¬ 
leased by die U.S. embassy-in .the 
Saudi capital Riyadh. 


Violence rages in 
Nagorno-Karabakh 


MOSCOW (R) — Armenian and 
Azerbaijani gunmen attacked 
each other's villages in and 
around the disputed region of 
Nagorno-Karabakh at-the 
weekend and Soviet troops had to 
intervene, TASS said Sunday. 

The official news agency said 
people were being killed every 
day, houses burned down and 
cars destroyed in the enclave 
where troops were sent more 
than a year ago to restore order. 

It said the troops opened fire to 
stop an armed attack on the 
Azerbaijani village of La chin, 
near the Armenian border. 

“A large group of gunmen 
attempted an armed attack on 
Lachin from Armenia. Tbe spe¬ 
cial district garrison of interior 
troops was forced to use 
firearms," the agency said. 

It also reported that a military 
patrol in tbe town of Shusha had 
seized a number of Azeris who 
were firing at an Armenian vil¬ 
lage. Those held included resi¬ 
dents of the Azerbaijani capital, 
Baku, who were there “to boost 
combat morale." 

“People are being killed daily, 
houses burned down and cars 
destroyed,” TASS said. It gave 
no exact casualty toll. 

More than 100 people have 
been killed in Azerbaijan and 
Armenia in ethnic clashes which 


began 19 months ago over de¬ 
mands by Armenia for Nagorno- 
Karabakh, an autonomous region 
of Azerbaijan, to be transferred 
to its jurisdiction. 

Since early August, the Azer¬ 
baijanis have been blockading 
Armenia, whose supply routes 
run mainly through its eastern 
neighbour. Troops were sent in to 
restore rail links last week but so 
far without success. 

A spokesman for the Arme¬ 
nian news agency Armen press 
said Sunday that no trails had 
arrived from Azerbaijan and dis¬ 
missed press reports that the 
blockade had been broken. “The 
only food and fuel craning in is 
from Georgia,” he said. 

A spokesman for tbe special' 
administration of the region, in¬ 
stalled by tbe Kremlin in January, 
told Reuters the situation and 
deteriorated severely and was 
very serious. 

“There are exchanges of fire 
from both sides, and recently 
these have become more or less 
constant," he said. 

He said food supplies were 
being flown in by military planes. 
Road and rail links into the re¬ 
gion have been sealed off for 
several months by Azerbaijanis in 
file surrounding area trying to 
force Armenia to renounce its 
claim to the territory. 


‘U.S. forces were authorised to seize Noriega 9 


WASHINGTON (R) — Top 
Bush administration officials 
said Sunday that the U.S. milit¬ 
ary commander in Panama was 
authorised to seize military 
leader Manuel Antonio 
Noriega during last Tuesday's 
coop attempt if be could do so 
without bloodshed or using 
military force. 

Both Secretary of State 
James Baker and Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney said 
that the commander was also 
told to develop a contingency 
plan to use troops to seize 
Noriega but the coup ended 
before be could do so. 

Both were commenting in 
separate television interviews 
on a Washington Post report 
Sunday that said U.S. forces in 
Panama were authorised to re¬ 
move Noriega to a U.S. milit¬ 


ary base, but by the time the 
authorisation was received. The 
• coup had ended. 

Troops loyal to Noriega put 
down the coup attempt by mid¬ 
dle-ranking officers Tuesday. 
Hie military said 10 rebels were 
killed in the fighting and 37 
people, including three senior 
officers, were arrested. 

Baker said that a message 
had been sent to General Max¬ 
well Thurman, the U.S. com¬ 
mander in Panama, that if there 
was an opportunity to take 
Noriega without risking 
bloodhsed or open military in¬ 
volvement he was to do so. 

“I think the message that was 
sent was that, if there were an 
opportunity to do this without 
risking bloodshed and signifi¬ 
cant loss of American life and 
to do so without open military 


involvement, then he was free 
to go ahead,” he said. 

Cheney said that after the 
rebels had contacted U.S. offi¬ 
cials to say they were bolding 
Noriega, “I made.it clear that 
our commander on the scene 
was authorised to get him 
(Noriega) if he could do it 
without using military force, 
and that he should develop an 
option or a plan to use military 
force to get him.” 

But Cheney said the United 
States never made a decision to 
use military force. 

‘ “That would have involved 
going in against the rebels and 
taking Noriega from them. I 
never thought that was a very 
good idea but we told him to be 
prepare in case he got the order 
to do so and then shortly after 
that the coup fell apart," he 


said. 

Cheney said Thurman could 
have taken Noriega if the rebels 
had been mUing to turn him 
over but they were not. He said 
Thurman could not have used 
U.S. troops to force the rebels 
to hand over the Panamanian 
strongman over unless Presi¬ 
dent Bash gave his approval. 

The Washington Post, quot¬ 
ing administration and congres¬ 
sional sources, said that Gener¬ 
al Colin Powell, chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, re¬ 
layed the authorisation to seize 
Noriega to Thurman'in tele¬ 
phone conversation 

Thurman was told that if be 
acted, the mission had to be 
carried out without a visible 
display of U.S. forces but could 
involve military personnel 
operating undercover, the 


newspaper said. He could also 
allow the rebels to deliver the 
Panamanian leader voluntarily, 
it said. 

Thurman was also told to 
avoid armed conflict with 
troops loyal to Noriega or with 
the rebels, the newspaper said. 

In another television inter¬ 
view, National Security Adviser 
Brent Scowcroft said that the 
order to take Noriega came 
directly from Bush. “Presid e 
Bush personally ordered what 
ever guidance was sent to 
General Thurman,” he said. 

Bush has been sharply criti¬ 
cised by members of Congress 
for failing to use the miUtary to 
support the coup and missing its 
best chance in two years of 
apprehending Noriega, who 
faces drug charges in the Un¬ 
ited States. 












Middle East Ne 


.H- J/• - .:^A. ' 


•>^.4U 


WS 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY, OCT<BE^MW 


Polisario attack ignites 
Heaviest fighting in months 

RABAT, Morocco (AP) — Polisario rebel forces ID io attacks, since the guerrillas 
the disputed Western Sahara launched an armoured declared a “temporary trace” in 
attack at dawn Saturday, leading to the bloodiest SfSfcffrSflJSE 
battle smee a ceasefire was declared by the guerrillas leaders in Marrakech. Similar 
in February. meetings had been scheduled bat 

were cancelled by the king, who 

A government statement independent state. United Na- called them “pointless.” 


A government statement 
admitted 14 Moroccan soldiers 
died, including a colonel, in re* 
polling the attack launched south 
Of Gueita Zemmonr from 
Mauritanian territory. 

An officer and 30 other Moroc¬ 
can troops were wounded, the 
statement said, while 80 Polisario 
fighters were killed or injured. 

Ten jeeps armed with missile 
launchers and anti-tank rockets 
were captured along with four 
prisoners and 12 other Polisario 
vehicles were destroyed by 
Moroccan air attacks, the state¬ 
ment said. 

A Polisario statement from 
Algiers, Algeria, meanwhile 
claimed “numerous” Moroccans 
either killed, wounded or taken 
prisoner. 

The battle was “of a murderous 
violence,” Polisario said, begin¬ 
ning at dawn and con dnuing for 
four hours. Polisario claimed to 
have breached 15 kilometres of 
Morocco’s defensive front and 
pushed the Moroccan forces back 
for 25 kilometres. 

The statement did not say how 
the batde ended or list Polisario 
casualties. 

The guerrilla movement, at 
one time actively supported by 
Algeria, has fought a mainly los¬ 
ing battle against some 100,000 
Moroccan troops in the disputed 
Western Sahara, claimed by 
Morocco since Spain left the 
territory in 1975. 

Polisario has proclaimed it an 


tions Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar has proposed a 
plan to hold a referendum in the 
mineral-rich region. 

The fate of Polisario appeared 
sealed last year when Algeria 
became reconciled long-standing 
grievances with Morocco and 
joined the five-nation Union of 
Arab Maghreb comprising Alger¬ 
ia, Tunisia, Morocco, Mauritania 
and Libya. 

The Sahara Front had been 
quiet, except for isolated Polisar- 
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Moroccan lawyers offer to defend editor 
accused of spreading false information 


RABAT, Morocco (AP) — More 
than 300 lawyers have offered their 
services free of charge to defend 
the newspaper editor who pub¬ 
lished a communique protesting 
against the “questionable deaths” 
of four prisoners held in Moroc¬ 
can jails. 

Mohammad Idrissi Kaituni. 
director of the French-lanauge 
daily L’Opinion, is charged under 
article 42 of the Moroccan press 
law for “spreading false infor¬ 
mation.” If convicted, he could 
face up to five years in prison. 

L’Opinion is die organ of the 
Istiqlal (Independence) Party, 
the most powerful conservative 
political opposition group. 

The first session of the trial was 
held in Rabat Friday but post¬ 
poned until Oct. IS at the request 
of defence lawyers to allow them 


time to study the case, which 
promises to be one of the most 
controversial in Morocco in re¬ 
cent years. 

The leaders of every opposition 
political party, the Moroccan 
opposition press, the three Asso¬ 
ciations for the Defence of Hu¬ 
man Rights and lawyers from 
every Moroccan regional jurisdic¬ 
tion have virulently taken sides 
against the Ministry of Informa¬ 
tion and the Rabat police who are 
bringing the case. 

The official newspaper Le 
Matin has not mentioned it. 

Morocco is governed by a 
coalition of political parties under 
a constitutional monarchy that 
leaves most powers to King Has- 
san II. 

The joint communiqae of the 
Moroccan League for De¬ 


fence of Human Rights and the 
Moroccan Association of Human 
Rights — separated by political 
differences but united in indi¬ 
vidual cases — was published by 
L’Opinion on Sept. 12. 

It gave the names of the four 
prisoners as Abdelslam Ouahabi, 
Abdelhak Chabada, Abderrahi 
Ben Khalifa and Larbi Charrat, 
whom the communique said died 
in prison between Aug. 10 and 
27. 

The communique claimed 
Ouahabi died of “ill treatment” 
in Larache Prison on Aug. 10 and , 
was buried m secret Chabada • 
was said to have died on Aug. 19, 1 
on the 64th day of a hunger 
strike. Ben Khalifa and Charrat 
were alleged to have been tor¬ 
tured to death, the statement 
said. 


PLO intelligence chief links 
Iranians to mid-air explosion 



Hassan had been persuaded by 
President C h a dli Benjedid of 
Algeria to hold another meeting 
with the Polisario leadership but 
after the attack decided such a 
meeting would be useless, the 
official Moroccan News Agency 
(MAP) reported. 

The movement suffered serious 
propaganda setbacks in recent 
days as several important mem¬ 
bers of its leadership returned to 
the Moroccan-controlled Sahara 
of their free wiD under an amnes¬ 
ty offered by Hassan. 


PARIS (R) — The number two 
man in the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) told a 
French Sunday newspaper an Ira¬ 
ni an group was suspected of 
blowing up a French DC-10 over 
the Sahara last month, killing all 
171 people aboard. 

Salah Khalaf, known as Abu 
lyad, said the PLO intelligence 
services which he commands 
were helping French security 
probe the destruction of the air¬ 
liner on Sept. 19. 

In an interview with Le Journal 
du Dimaachc, Abu lyad was. 
asked whether he thought the 
anti-PLO Palestinian dissident 
Ahmad Jibril was responsible, as 
some Freud) media reports quot¬ 
ing official sources have sug- 


“At tiie moment there is_no 
dear evidence to incriminate Jib- 
ril, either in the poBesaon of the 
Americans or of die French or in 
our own. 

“However, certain information 
permits one to suspect Iranian 
elements which cooperate tech¬ 
nically with Jibril,” Abu lyad 
said. 

French officials and the UTA 
(Union des Transports Aeriens) 
airline say they are certain the 
explosives were smuggled into 
the forward baggage hold at the 


Congolese capital Brazzaville. 

Flight UT tTI blew up over the 
Sahara desert in Mger after tak¬ 
ing off from a stopover in Chad 
on its way to Pans. 

Anonymous telephone callers 
in various capitals have daimed 
responsibility but French investi¬ 
gators have not indicated which, 
if any, they are taking seriously. 

Jibril has been linked by British 
investigators to the carbon copy 
destruction of a Pan Am Jumbo 
Jet over Scotland last December 
which killed 270 people. 

His Damascus-based group, 
the Popular Front for the Libera¬ 
tion of Palestine-General Com¬ 
mand (PFLP-GC), has repeated¬ 
ly denied any involvement. 

Abu lyad, who was inter¬ 
viewed in Tunis, confirmed re¬ 
ports that Jibril’s faction had 
strengthened ties with the hard¬ 
line HizboQah group in Lebanon 
who are close to the former Ira¬ 
nian Interior Minister Ali Akbar 
Mohtashemi. 

“Yes, ifs true. It goes back a 
few months and in fact Jibril has 
been in Tehran for the past few 
days. I can even let you into a 
secret — he’s growing a beard,” 
joked Abu lyad. The newspaper 
did not say when the interview 
took place. 

But Abu lyad cast doubt cm 
theories int he French media that 


Syria was behind die UTA disas¬ 
ter as a way of punishing France 
for its Lebanon initiatives. 

“The Syrians are intelligent peo¬ 
ple. They never get directly in¬ 
volved in this sort of business 
although it would not happen 
without their knowledge,” he 
said. 

Th&Syrians and their Lebanese 
allies were furious when France 
sent a naval fleet to the Eastern 
Mediterranean in August at the 
h eight fighting in Beirut. They 
accused Paris of supporting 
Falangist forces. 

French. police scientists ex¬ 
amining the wreckage in Paris 
have found substantial traces of 
pentrite, a widely available explo¬ 
sive, according to sources dose to 
the forensic inquiry. 

But they have found no evi¬ 
dence of any other explosive, 
ruling out theories that the UTA 
airliner was destroyed by the 
Czechoslovak-made substance 
Semtex. 

British investigators believe the 
Pan Am Jnmbo was blown up by 
Semtex, which is normally sold 
to East Bk>c nations and which 
has fallen into the hands of anti- 
Western groups in the Middle 
East and of tire Irish Republican 
Army (ERA), according to secur¬ 
ity experts. 


Bonn said helping to build Libyan missiles 
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Sadat’s daughter warns of war 
if Mideast peace process ends 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
daughter of assassinated Egyp¬ 
tian President Anwar Sadat said 
Saturday that the United States 
risks allowing tire Palestinian up¬ 
rising to turn into a holy war if it 
allows the peace process in Israel 
to collapse. 

Camelia Sadat, in an interview 
with Reuters, said of tire 22- 
month-old uprising in the occu¬ 
pied West Bank and Gaza: “It is 
a crucial time now. After almost 
two years of the intifada you 
•don't want it to turn fanatic. You 
don't want a Jihad there.” 

Sadat, who is lobbying congres¬ 


sional lea des to form a bipartisan 
group to visit the Middle East, 
met with Vice-President Dan 
Quayte Friday to urge U.S. sup¬ 
port for Egyptian President Hos- 
ni Mubarak’s peace initiative. 

Stepped-up U.S. attention 
could maintain tire rapidly dis¬ 
sipating momentum for Middle 
East peace, die said. 

Sadat, a student in peace stu¬ 
dies at Boston University, is 
chairman of the U.S.-hmded 
Sadat Peace Foundation. 

The Israeli cabinet deadlocked 
Friday on Mubarak’s proposal to 
convene Israeli-Palestmian talks 


in fa«m on plans for elections 
and for Palestinian self-rule in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank. 

“I felt tike my father died 
again,” Sadat said of the Israeli 
deadlock, which amounts to a 
rejection under tire coalition gov¬ 
ernment rales. 

President Sadat negotiated the 
Camp David Middle East accords 
with U.S. President Jimmy Car¬ 
ter, ending hostilities between 
Egypt and Israel, 

The State Department is char¬ 
acterising the Israeli cabinet's 
stalemate as “internal parliamen¬ 
tary manoeuvring.” 


Chinese minister urges Gulf peace 


NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qicben met with his Iranian 
counterpart, Ali Akbar Velayati, 
in Tehran Saturday, and said 
Peking wiD press for permanent 
peace in the Gulf war, Iran’s 
state-run television reported. 

The broadcast, monitored in 
Cyprus, said Qk±en began the 
first of his three-day visit by 
placing a wreath on the shrine of 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, 
founder of the Islamic Republic 


who died June 3. 

In his meeting with Velayati, 
Qicben said that as a permanent 
member of the United Nations 
Security Council, “China would 
like to do its share to bring 
permanent peace to tire region,” 
the television reported. 

The 8-year Iran-Iraq war was 
halted with a U.N.-sponsored 
ceasefire on Aug. 20 last year. 
But peace talks that began five 
days later have deadlocked. 

Iran’s parliament speaker. 


Mahdi Kamibi, who met Qichen 
later Saturday, thanked Qiina for 
standing behind the Islamic Re¬ 
public. 

He said China's friendship 
“was especially proven when Iran 
faced press ure from the United 
States and other Western coun¬ 
tries.” 

That was an apparent reference 
to China ’s role as one of Iran’s 
main arms suppliers during the 
war, when Tehran faced an arms 
embargo by the United States 


Arabs, Israel race to build up submarine fleets 


By John Fullerton 
Reuter 

CAIRO — Arab and Israeli 
navies bave embarked on an 
underwater arms race, with 
potential purchases of sub¬ 
marines and related hardware 
worth billions of dollars to fore¬ 
ign, mainly European, sup¬ 
pliers. 

Defence specialists in the 
Middle East told Reuters that 
Israel, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and 
Syria were among regional 
states either already on a 
spending spree or thinking of 
joning in. 

“Once your potential rival 
has submarines,” said a naval 
officer, “it compels you to de¬ 
vote resources to the very costly 
business of anti-submarine war¬ 
fare.” 

Orders for submarine war¬ 
fare equipment to be deployed 
beneath the tranquil surfaces of 


the Mediterranean, Red Sea 
and even the shallow Gulf may 
provide European shipyards 
with a welcome shot in the arm, 
but they pose political dilem¬ 
mas for U.S. policy-makers. 

Fust, most orders are likely 
to be placed in Europe because 
the United States has long 
given up production of conveo- 
tionally-powered submarines in 
favour of nuclear vessels. 

This raised the sensitive 
domestic issue of whether U.S. 
military assistance to Israel and 
Egypt could be used to buy 
weapon systems which are not 
made by U.S. workers. 

Second, some experts argued 
that proliferation of small, in¬ 
shore diesel submarines poses a 
threat to major powers. 

In the wide expanses of the 
Atinatic and Pacific oceans, 
NATO and Warsaw Pact navies 
rely largely on passive sonars to 
listen for a submerged foe. 


But different tactics might be 
required to deal with conflicts 
in the confines of Middle East 
waters. 

Here layers of warm and cool 
water were irregular and the 
shipping lanes crowded, mak¬ 
ing it hard to locate a diesel- 
electric submarine. 

The Pentagon, in an era of 
rapprochement with Mikhail 
Gorbachev’s Soviet Union, 
might grow less worried about a 
possible war at sea between the 
superpowers and focus more on 
local, low-intensity threats. 

Libjya, long a thorn in 
Washington's side, already has 
the Arab World’s most formid¬ 
able submarine force, including 
miniature submarines designed 
to cany limpet mines. 

The specialists said Saudi 
Arabia bad revived interest in 
developing its first submarine 
flotilla and was discussing possi¬ 


ble purchases from Europe. 

Britain’s new type 2400 Up¬ 
holder class, built for the Royal 
Navy by Vickers Shipbniklnig 
and Engineering Ltd, was one 
option being considered by 
Riyadh, they added. But 
Sweden, Italy, France and West 
Germany offered strong com¬ 
petition. 


Israel agreed last month 
to purchase two diesel 
submarines to be 
built in West Germany 
■ through a U.S. shipyard, thus 
ensuring that part of the C06t 
wfl be met by U.S. military 
assistance, Israeli sources said. 

The sale needs formal 
approval from Bonn, which 
normally bars arms sales to 
areas of potential conflict. 

The sources said the con¬ 
tract, reported by Jane’s De¬ 
fence Weekly to be worth $570 
million, was signed in New 


York and that the submarines 
would be built by Howald- 
tswerke-Dentsche Werft 
(HDW) of Kiel. 

Egypt has bought two ex- 
Oberon submarines from 
the’ British-baged Seaforth 
group,- naval sources said. The 
hoiks were to be re-equipped 
under a plan to upgrade the 
country’s force of eight oper¬ 
ational submarines. 

The latest edition of Jane’s 
Defence Weekly, published 
Wednesday, said tire ex-Ober- 
ons may be fitted with the U.S. 
anti-shipping Harpoon missile 
and modem torpedoes. Both 
weapons would probably be co-‘ 
vered by U.S. aid. 

Egypt's four elderly. 
Chinese-built Romeo dass sub¬ 
marines wil be overhauled by 
the U.S. company Tacoma 
boatbuilding in a contract 
announced in July worth $113 
million. 


Naval observers said they ex¬ 
pected Syria also to upgrade its 
obsolescent Soviet-built Romeo 
force, possibly with Moscow’s 
latest Kilo dass diesel attack 
submarines. 

Submarines were particularly 
attractive to Arab navies be¬ 
cause they could survive con¬ 
flict in the East Mediterranean 
despite Israeli air superiority— 
unlik e surface combtants. 

Mining of the Gulf during the 
eigh-year Iran-Iraq war and 
costly measures needed to pro¬ 
tect shipping there had helped 
spur interest in submarines. 

They were also well-suited 
for landing raiders secretly on 
an enemy coastline or for in¬ 
telligence missions. 

“Submarines are useful 
weapons to keep in one’s back 
pocket... particularly for tasks 
which a country does not want 
attributed to it,” said a naval 
observer. 


oasis of Sebba taking part in tire project, code-nmed Ittaalt. It 
said the project was in the research and 

from conventional warheads, the missies were : ajso ^bang deamed 
to cany chemical weapons, the newspaper added- Several West 
German firms are under investigation on raptaoo_qf evamng 


believes is designed to produce chemical weapons. Libya has Mid 
the plant at Rabat will make only medicares but the U.S. and other 
Western governments believe it was designed to produce pease® 
gas The 6 correspondent said the chief West German pubhc 
prosecutor in Munich, Fricrich Betbke, confirmed that he was 
investigating whether West German companies were involved m a 
Libyan missile project. 

Qatar detonates floating mine 

DOHA (AP) — A miuft floating off the central Gulf state of Qatar 
has been detonated by naval forces, the. Qatar News Agency has 
reported It quoted an armed forces official as saying the mine was 
located about 64 kilometres off the capital o f Doh a. The official, 
who was not named, gave no other detials. Several mines planted 
during tire 8-year Iran-Iraq war have been located since last year’s 
ceasefire. Western navies, who were in the Guff protecting 
shipping during the final stages of die war, have swept international 
shipping fanes. But U.S. navy experts have estimated that there 
may be as many as 200 mines still in the strategic waterway, mainly, 
in its northern region. The regional Or g a n isa ti on for the Protection 
of the Marine Environment, which groups tire eight Gulf states, 
plans a major sweep of sea lanes to dear mines as weS as sunken 
ships and other war debris. 

Iranian cleric arrested in Turkey .. 

ISTANBUL (AP) — Turkish police arrested an Iranian cleric for 
delivering a political sermon during Friday prayers at tire Mercan 
Mosque, which is frequented by Iranians in exile, a Turkish poEce* 
official said Saturday.. The official, who requested anonymity, 
to give any other details or name the Iranian following the 
arrest in Istanbul’s Beyazit district. Tehran Radio, monitored in 
’Cyprus, said the elderly cleric was detained after be denounced the 
beheading of 16 Kuwaiti Sh’ite Muslims in Saudi Arabia earfierthis 
month for p lanting bombs in Mecca, Islam’s holiest shrine, during 
the anmifti Muslim pilgrimage. The executions have intensified a 
rift between Iran and Saudi Arabia and triggered calls for 
retaliation. The radio, which also did not name the cleric, said 
Ir anian diplomats in Turkey protested the arrest and demanded 
authorities either release the man or allow him to fly to Tehran. An 
Ir anian consular official in Istanbul later told reporters tire cleric 
was expelled from Turkey Saturday. Reporters who visited the 
mosque Saturday found it had been locked up. Many Iranians in 
Istanbul attended the mosque because it followed the Shfite 
Muslim tradition. 

Zambians open talks in Tehran 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Zambian Prime Minister Malania 
Masheke has began talks in Tehran on ways to strengthen political 
and economic ties with Iran, Tehran Radio reported. The 
broadcast, monitored in Nicosia, said Iran’s first Vice President 
Hassan Habibi stressed that “Iran attaches great importance to its 
ties with the Third World, especially with African states, and has 


given top priority to its policy of protecting the oppressed.” 
Habibi’s comments underlined Iran’s efforts to forge new links with 
developing countries in line with its aim of becoming the champion 
of the Thud World. Habibi reminded Masheke that immediately 
after the Islamic Republic toppled Iran’s monarchy in 1979, it 
severed, ties with Sooth Africa. “Based on our ideology, we have 
been, and always will be, opposed to racial segregation,” the radio 
quoted Habibi as saying. Masheke blamed Pretoria “for all die 
misfortunes in the region,” the radio said. Iran has named South 
Africa as one of the three countries with which it can never have 
ties. The other two countries are Israel and the United States. 
Tehran has signed a string of economic agreements with a number 
of African countries recently. Diplomatic, trade and cultural 
exchanges between Iran and other African countries have also 
been stepped up. In July Tehran set up a regular shipping line 
between Iran and the East African states. 

Fouladi to meet Cooper 

NICOSIA (AP) — An Iranian deported by Britain to Tehran after 
serving a 10-year prison term for a bombing has been granted 
permission to visit Roger Cooper, a Briton jailed in Iran on spying 
charges, Tehran Radio has reported. The broadcast, monitored in 
Nicosia, said that Kourosh Fouladi asked to meet Cooper to 
recount his ‘inhumane experiences in British jails,” and to 
compare this with Cooper’s “humane treatment in Iran.’’ Fouladi, 
who was released last month, alleged he was tortured by prison 
wardens while he was behind bars in Britain. “When I was released 
the other prisoners in my cell cried and demanded that Roger 
Cooper, the British spy, be treated by Iran as we were treated by 
Britain,” the radio quoted Fouladi as saying. He added: “I assured ; 
them that the humanitarian Islami c treatment of Roger Cooper 
would continue,” the radio said. Fouladi was granted permission to 
meet Cooper by Iran’s chief justice. Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi. 
Yazdj fared a barrage of c ri ticis m in-the media and by radical 
leaders for meeting Lilly Cooper, sister-in-law of the jailed Briton. 
During that meeting, Yazdi remarked that “as a hwman being I 
hope that Cooper will be released soon.” In an apparent retraction 
of his earlier comment, Yazdi told Fouladi that in die t reatmen t of 
prisoners Iran abides by “humane Islami c teachings “Of coarse, 
this does not mean we release murderers or spies,” the radio 
quoted him as adding. 
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St- Miry of Nun® Church Sweifieh 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 

632785. 

&L Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
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WEATHER 

Bulk tin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Clouds wiD appear at differ cm alti¬ 
tudes with a chance of scattered show¬ 
ers. Temperature win rise Tor the 
second day running and winds will be 
northerly light to moderate. In Aqaba. 
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winds wffl be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

Min-/max. temp. 

Amman.... 15/28 

Aqaba.-. 22/32 

Deserts. 16/31 

Jordan Valley.—• 20/32 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am¬ 
man 25.4, Aqaba 30. Humidity read¬ 
ings• Amman 38 per cent, Aqaba 40 
per cent. 

USEFULTELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Qader Lain.696048 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Ahmad ......744685 

Dr. Ahmad Othman .786384 

Dr. Sami Kbouri.681373 

Fins pharmacy.661912 
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emergencies 

Civil Defence Department_661111 

Gvil Defence 

Rescue.630341 
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Fire Brigade............. 891228 

Blood Bank.775121 

Highway Police....843402 
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Public Security Department.... 630321 
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Water and Sewerage 
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Telephone Information 

(directory assistance).„.121 

Overseas Cafii..010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs... 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Reprint_661101 

Jdnbm Television.773111 

Radio Jordan... 774111 

Water Authority.680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 815615 


Electric Power 

Coaumny ... 636381 

RJ Flight Information_ 08- 53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport.— 06-S3200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hmwein Medical Centre..... 813813/32 
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Akileb Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity......... 642362 

Melbas. J. Amman...636140 

P nlmfoe . Shmdsani .......... 664171/4 

fthnyinni HMpjM .....,,.669131 

University Hospital__845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital- 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdah.. 666127/37 

Al-Ahh, Abdali_ 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mntanjreen........ 777101/3 

Al-Barinr, J. Adxraficb__775111/26 

Amy, Marita. 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital_602240/50 

Amal Hospital..674155 

ZARQA: 

Znqa Govt. Hospital..— (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital H (09)991071 
IbnSma Hospital-... (09)986732 

DtBllh 

Princes Banna Hospital.. (02)275555 
Greek C*tbo6c Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAlNalccs Hospital.(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital.... (03)314111 
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ment at the Queen ABa International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, where it 
AonId always be verified. 
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11:1®. Frankfort (7 jt\ 

1140 ..Ankara, bomba) mn 

M*5 .. Cairo (MS) 

1439 Bahrain, Shariah fGF) 

15JS.KmffiKuj 

■a. —stum 


Vppa/kmer p rice 

Apple (red)- 

Banana___ 

Banana (Mukanunar). 


Cabbage...- 

Carrot.. 

Cauliflower.. 

Com .. 

Cnc um ben t Harge}, 
Cncomben (smaln 
Dates__ 


Grapefruit .......... 

Grapes__ 

Grapes (black)_ 

Guvs.. 

.. 

Mallow .” 

Miaow flam) 

Marrow (sail} 

Okra.... 

Onion (dty) ....„, 

Pepper fot) 

Pepper (swee t).... 

(itsMi 

Potato..... 


Sweet Mcton.. 

Tomatoes 
Water Mdoo 


in Ss per kg. 

...-420/380 

_ 550/500 

_ 400 / 350 

. 350/300 

_ 500/450 

-160/120 

- 320/280 

—. . 240/200 

. 170/140 

- 220/180 

_ 330/280 

- 400 / 350 

—... 200/120 
— .900/ 800 

_ 240/200 

- 350/300 

- 350 / 300 

....... 400 / 350 

__-200/160 

—m.. 140/100 

_ 150/100 

:-260/200 

. 520/450 

........ 260/220 

™ 150/120 

iso fm 

320 / 280 
....... 300 / 250 

....... 270/200 

™ 200/150 
...... 130/100 

...../150/ 100 








































































































M»»7 of the . Interior-_ 

Coasttoeao._ 

Apfificatloa number—. 

Hh RmBentji the governor of._ 


I ba-eby submit two copies of my candidacy registration form 
for membership m the Jordanian Lower House of Parliament 

-. cndMfa l fc 88 

peww, mDu m papers which prove that I do not carry any other 
™T or foreign protection, I do not enjoy financial 
from »*y goveroment department barring land and 
brading rent c ontract s and I do not belong to any illegal (political) 
orgstmsatJoo. 


Place of birth......— Area of residence. 

Official documents; 


And Urns the race for elections begins.. 


Ca ndi da t es are meethig with voters everywhere. The discussions 
are heated, and the topics centre around the ability oT each 
c a nd i date to stand up for his views on aqy subject under the sun. 

Candidates insist that cahn should prevail over issues which deal 
with *‘possi b le connptioa.” The public agrees that what they need 
is “a strong cahn hand.” 

One candidate told Us friends that tf aO 100 million Arabs carried 
white flags and walked to Jerusalem “Israel wffl not #ve ns a grain 
oT sand.” 

The osiy predictable outcome of the election meetings in the 
coming month for those interested hi attending ok many nwftipt 
as possible, is more and more fid cdte to deal with after die intense 
sessions of kenafo (Arab sweet) eating. 

(Beware of the “samneh”) 

But then if one Insists dud they do not want to get fat and win stick 
to coffee or tea then the outcome Is a severe case of insomnia. 

Out of the comrlctkn that personal recognition is a determining 
factor is the elections, some candidates are provfafing voters with 
cards that carry their pictures... fas colour, no less. 

Awareness is quickly rising as to the logo of the elections. The 
problem is that candidates are depending on the voters* “aware¬ 
ness to elect the right candidate” and the voters are depending on 
candidates’ “awareness to deal with national issues with responsf- 
UUty.” 

A rignatare caBecifaig campai g n among candid a tes is underway to 
ask for a review of ejection campaigns a d vertfateg costs in local 
newspapers. The letter has not yet found its way to the officials in 
c h a rge . 

A lone middle-aged lady who no one recognised arrived at a 
candidate’s and announced that she has de cided to 

nominate herself as a candidate because **I want to be one of the 
sacri fici ng candidates” now that women were allowed to vote and 
ran in the national elections. 

One ""Aho at a public debate in the capital said Ids platform 
fadaded 43 demands wMeh he pnhllriy anaocnced would commit 
him to achieving during his four years in parfiament. 

An other famKHiite at a «i™hr public debate promised 

that men wffl get eqaal rights with women, and be was “not 
joking,** either. 

An fortnKfamde and weB spoken candidate insisted that he was 
prognasfoe hi his thinking, hat invited women voters to meet with 
his mother who chairs Islamic religion mee ti n gs for women. 

The repre se nt the “youth” roams the streets 

looking for his “constituency.” 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

SHARIF ZEIO VISITS ARMY HQ: Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben 'Shaker Sunday visited the aimed forces headquarters and 
di scus se d with r>*gf of Staff General Fathi Abu Taleb matters of 
interest to the Anned Forces. (Petra) 

BADRAN RECEIVES JAPANESE ENVOY: Minister of Educa¬ 
tion Dr. Adnan Badraa Sunday received Japanese Ambassador 
Malcoto Watanabe at the conclusion of his tour of doty. The 
dwwqnTK dealt with cultural and educational relations between the 
two countries. (Petra) 

SAKET, AUSTRALIAN ENVOY HOLD TALKS: Minister of 
Agriculture Bassam Saket Sunday discussed with Australian Ambas¬ 
sador to Jordan Graham Bowker means to bolster bilateral coopera¬ 
tion. (Petra) 

VOTER CARDS IN KARAK: Karak Governor Ismail A1 Zaben 
called ou the 67.563 voters in the govemorate to call at the polling 
committees to collect their voter cards. (Petra) 

NEW TENDERS FOR SERVICE PROJECTS: Munster of 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and Environment Yousef Hamdan has 
agreed to offer a number of tenders for the execution of service 
projects at the cost of JD 146,000. The projects include opening and 
asphalting a number of roads in Zarqa, Karak Goveraorates as well 
as Jerash and Ajloun district. (Petra) 

WHAT’S GOING ON 

7Be following listings are compiled from monthly buHctms and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
time add place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

fr An exMMtion of watercolours on Jordan by SaJam Kansan at 
AI Wariti Art GaB«y. 

* An exhibition of Mamie scripte at Jordan National Gallery for 
Floe Arts. 

* An exhibition marking the 1st centennial of the ECte Tower 
dhniaying pbotopapbs, drawings and pictnres demonstrating 
tfetower in afl its aspects at the French Cultural Centre. 

* An art exhibition by JfordaniMar^^ 

C aM fty . 

A An art efofinfom entitied “Wtafflpks Regards*’ tispaytag 
' StfcoB-apte of Pta«» f Matiwe, hfiro* Braque, Codean and Le 
OwtaSr at Ok Royri Odterd Centre — MO pjn. 


Organ donation — a 
new life for others 


By Suhair Obddat 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Giving does not stop when life 
comes to an end, people can still benefit others 
even after they die. Donating body organs is 
widely considered a noble and humane gesture 
and though the deceased may not be present to 
receive words of thanks, the gratitude is awesome. 

For the very first time in Jordan, the parents of 
a youth aged 17, who died in a car accident, 
donated his corneas in addition to other parts of 
his body. 

’‘This is the first time ever in Jordan that 
corneas are donated, and in the transplants we 
used to perform the corneas were all imported,” 
Dr. Ibrahim Aycsh, head of the eye department 
at the King Hussein Medical Centre, said. 

In Jordan, according to Ayesh, people only 
donate bidden organs like the heart and kidneys, 
“that is because people are highly emotional, and 
they mistakingly tend to think we remove the 
whole eye, while in fact we remove only the 
corneasdera and replace it with a plastic one,” 
he explained. 

Corneas are imported to Jordan, from the 
United States, Denmark, Switzerland and other 
European countries. During the past few months, 
doctors faced extreme difficulties in getting them 
as there was a shortage of these tissues ah over 
the world. 

“So eye banks in Europe and the states 
encouraged developed countries to get their own 
corneas, because local tissues are of better 


quality," Ayesh said, adding that “the cultural 
media in which the cornea is kept, affects the 
viability of the graft.” 

The Eye Bank Friends’ Society, has been 
hying to convince people to donate their corneas. 
“After people heard about this noble gesture, we 
have over 1,000 .donors on paper,” Ayesh said. 

In his death, Khaled Subhi Hassan, gave life a 
new meaning to both Khawia Shamayieh, 22, and 
Ramadan Ahmad 14. 

“I was desperate, and gave up hope of over 
getting back my eyesight. I cannot find the words 
to describe what I felt when the bandage was 
removed and I was able to see. I am so thrilled,” 
Khawia said. 

Until the day of the operation, Ramadan had 
to be dragged to school, “He did not like it 
because he could not see a thing, one of his eyes 
was blind and the other is very weak,” his father 
said. 

Squatted on his hospital bed, Ramadan enthu¬ 
siastically talked about going back to school, 
“now I can play football with my friends,” he 
exclaimed. 

His father decided to donate every organ in his 
body that can save other people’s lives. “Frankly, 
I never thought about this, but this incident made 
me realise how vital it is for us to help others, so I 
immediately went and signed the donation 
forms,” he said. 

Khawia too has also decided to donate parts of 
her body after her death. “It‘may be hard for 
others to understand, but it sure makes me feel 
good to know tht other lives will be saved,” she 
said. 




Royal Decree approves new 
engineers association body 

AlAfAV A Dnml n.finnc r«mnlpv Oil-uaHai- «!H h/> pnfnictivi with nrosnidno r 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal 
Decree has been issued, endors¬ 
ing an amendment to the en¬ 
gineering offices and companies 
regulation, under which a new 
body will be set up at the Jordan 
Engineers Association to deal 
with such offices. 

The association president, 
Laith Shbeilat, said Sunday that 
the new body win play a major 
role in organising and upgrading 
consulting work. 

At a press conference held 
Sunday at the Professional Asso¬ 


ciations Complex, Shbeilat said 
by setting up such a new body, 
the association will be the first 
Arab engineering party that has 
been able to cope with the new 
Arab organisation, called for and 
advocated by the Arab Engineers 
Union. 

The union has called for estab¬ 
lishing an Arab consulting com¬ 
plex with Amman as its head¬ 
quarter and has encouraged the 
establishment of such local bodies 
in various Arab countries. 

Shbeilat said that new body will 


be entrusted with organising con- 
salting work under the umbrella 
of the association's council. He 
noted that the council has 
adopted a policy whereby it will 
not interfere m the activities of 
the new bodies. 

With the establishment of this 
body, which will maintain dose 
cooperation with the Jordan Con¬ 
tracting Association, the Ministry 
of Public Works and Housing and 
the Central Tenders Department, 
the responsibility will be shared 
Shbeflat noted. 


Violin and piano duo offers a 


By Nefly Lama ■ 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN—When the American 
Ambassador to Jordan intro¬ 
duced the violin and piano duo 
Kathleen Winkler and Deborah 
Berman as artistic ambassadors 
to Jordan, the comment was 
taken lightly. When the perform¬ 
ance was over, the audience 
agreed that this was an event that 
witnessed to the elevated stan¬ 
dards to which American perfor¬ 
mers have acceeded. The duo 
are. In fact, winners of The Artis¬ 
tic Ambassador Programme, held 
at the Library of Congress on 
Dec. 11,1986. 186 music schools 
throughout the United Stales 
having graduate degrees in per¬ 
formance were invited to nomin¬ 
ate one or two duos. It was a 
strenuous competition held 
■ among 50 nominated duos where 
the jurors were lotting for: “musi¬ 
cianship, communication and 
flair.” The winners were laun¬ 
ched by foe Ford Foundation into 
a series of concerts held at the 
J.F. Kennedy Centre for the Per¬ 
fuming Arts. They were then sent 
as cultural emissaries for six-to- 
eigjn-week concert tours over¬ 
seas. 

We have bad the good fortune 
to receive theme here, in Jordan, 
since they are as much concerned 
with music education as with per¬ 
forming. 

Winkler explained it this way: 

“One must really want to 
teach, to be able to do it. Some 
want to really p er f orm and not 
care about educating children. 
Somewhere down foe fine I made 
foe decision to teach, but I could 
not stop performing. Educating 
is, for me, a 65 per cent commit¬ 
ment.” 

They are here primarily to give 
a music workshop at the con¬ 
servatory and for the military- 
band. “It is important for the kids 
to hear someone better than they 
play,” explained Ms. Winkler, 
“they wffl profit.” 

It was interesting to see them 
listen intently to Mr. Kifah 
Fakhomy who filled them in with 
details on our youthful Music 
Conservatory. 

Miss Berman, dean of Mode at 
foe Cleveland Institute of Music 
and Dance then explained about 
the refurbishing of her own 
school programme, “we have 
come a king way from what it was 
before, and still have a long way 
to go,” she explained. “We 
teach, 1,700 students of afl ages, 
even adults. We teach aB foe 
instruments using the ORFF 
programme especially to young 
children. We have ei^ht groups of 
chamber music, smog quartets, 
piano duos, music appreciation 
program m es, note reading, etc. 
We use other methods such as the 


Deborah Berman and Kathleen Winkler 


Suzuki method (for violin, cello 
and flute) that we develop 
according to the needs of foe 
students.” 

In concert at the residence of 
the U.S. ambassador, the duo 
showed their talent by playing the 
following repertoire: Debussy's 
Sonata for Violin and Piano, 
where long romantic intonations 
swell into a crescendo of 
ravishing rhythms and where the 
individuality of each instrument is 
thrown into relief and their har¬ 
mony grafted back smoothly in 
foe manner typical of the im¬ 
pressionists, his contemporaries. 

Serenata Espagnola of Chanri- 
nade-Kreiskr. a short serenade 
that started with repetitious 
melody and ended in sharp whis¬ 
tle of the violin. 

La Gitana, another Spanish 
gypsy song by Kreisler, opened 
up with exotic orientalism and 
moved on to Spanish rhythms. 

Three Preludes of Gershwin 
(could an American ever resist 
performing Gershwin?). Com¬ 
pletely wanned up, Kathleen 
Winkler swung out with the deep 
‘Blues' spirit of the second pre-. 
hide moving the audience with her 
deep sentiment. The third pre¬ 
hide which had jazzy rhythms was 
almost an examination of speed 
and skill in which both perfor¬ 
mers scored high. 

In response to the encores of 


foe audience — mainly composed 
of diplomats, the conservatory 
family and local musicians and 
music educators — the duo play¬ 
ed Bedrid] Smetana’s dramatic 
“From the Homeland.” 

Without for a moment swerv¬ 
ing from their darity and preci¬ 
sion, both young ladies flowed 
from sad ana yearning Bohemian 
melodies to vivid gypsy tones, on 
to folk highlights that seemed to 
appear at intervals, until Smeta¬ 
na's ardent patriotic rhythms 
overrode them. 

The applause of foe audience 
was so enthusiastic that, they 
offered them a bonus perform¬ 
ance of Hungarian composer J. 
Hubay's Hejre Kati, a classical 
version of gypsy music which 
Miss Winkler thinks is so good 
and not performed often enough. 
As she played it. I could under¬ 
stand the critique of the Detroit 
News “Miss Winkler projected 
the kind of innate musicality that 
can't be taught.” 

In all, what they played, they 
performed in perfect harmony. 
The piano, acting as accompani¬ 
ment, was played flawlessly and 
well by Miss Berman, lacking 
none of the spirited performacne 
of her partner. 

We thank these talented ladies 
for sharing their knowledge and 
slriii with our musicians, young 
and old. 



Queen Zein opens charity bazaar 


AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Zem AI 
Sharaf, foe Queen Mother, Sunday opened a 
c h a ri ly bazaar, organised by Mabarrat Urn AI 
Hussein in cooperation with the diplomatic corps 
to the Royal Hashemite Court. 

Proceeds of fob bazaar, which was held at AI 
Hussein Youth City, wffl benefit foe orphanage. 

The jupMi 1 includes handicrafts, embroideries, 
traditional crafts, ceramics, artificial flowers, sil¬ 
ver and copper-ware, traditional industries and 
foods. 

The orphanage's secretary, Ihsan AI Zein, 


addressed foe opening ceremony and voiced appre¬ 
ciation for foe Queen’s patronage and her support 
of the orphaned children. 

She thanked the diplomatic corps in Jordan for 
their participation in the bazaar and for their 
continued support to the children of tbe orphanage. 

The opening ceremony was a tten d e d by Their 
Royal Highnesses Princess Taghrid and Princess 
Aha AI Faisal, Sharifo Fatima Naser and wives of 
members of foe diplomatic corps in Amman. 
Amman, 



Iraqi justice minister ends visit 




AMMAN — Iraqi Justice Minister Akram Abdul 
Qader AQ left Amman Sunday at the end of a 
two-day visit to Jordan, during which he delivered 
a message from Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
to His Majesty King Hussein and met with his 
Jordanian counterpart Rateb AI WaxanL Wazam 
sai d King Bunn has requested the Iraqi mink , 
ter to convey his greetings and best wishes to 
President Hussein, fin a d epartur e statement, AB. 
praised the dose cooperation among ministers of 
justice in the four Arab Cooperation Council 
states — Jordan, Iraq, North Yemen and Egypt. 


He noted that the four justice ministers, during 
tbdr recent meethig m Baghdad, have been aide 
to take a number of derisions and -to make 
rec ommendations capable of bolstering inter- 
ACC- cooperation in the areas of jurisprudence, 
justice and Islamic law. He added that foe four 
ministers also reached agreements ou issues per¬ 
taining to unifying legislations, laws and regula- 
tious among the four countries. The ACC states 
are now in the process of implementing such 
recommendations and decisions, which co n st i t u te 
a basis for Arab unity (Petra photo) 


Jordan prepares to celebrate 
Prophet’s birthday anniversary 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prepara¬ 
tions are currently underway in 
the various parts of the Kingdom 
to celebrate the Prophet's birth¬ 
day which falls on Thursday, Oct. 
12 . 

For this purpose the Ministry 
of'Awqaf and Islamic Affairs has 
drawn up a special programme 
for the major celebration to be 
held at AI Hussein Yonth City's 
Palace of Culture next 
Wednesday. 

Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Minister Sheikh Abdul Aziz AI 
Khayyal, Chairman of tbe Royal 
Commission for Jerusalem 
Affairs Akram Zua'iter, foe Muf¬ 
ti of Jordan IzzuddSn AI Khatib 
and the Armed Forces Mufti 
Sheikh Nooh Suiaiman wffl speak 
during foe ceremonies. 

The celebration will include, 
planting trees, holding an Islamic 
book exhibition and Quranic, and 
cultural contests as-well as open- 

GUVS 
to launch 
new project 
in Karak 

AMMAN (J.T.) — President of 
the General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) Abdullah AI 
Khatib has said that the union 
will launch a JD 60,000 self-help 
project in Muhiey village, in the 
Karak govemorate. 

In an interview with AI Dus- 
tour Arabic daily, Khatib said 
that work on the six-month pro¬ 
ject, will start in March. 

The project includes work- 
stops, household income-gener¬ 
ating projects and a centre for 
providing technical advice. Kha¬ 
tib pointed out that GUVS, in 
cooperation with Queen Alia Jor¬ 
dan Social Welfare Fund, will 
cany out a medical survey de¬ 
signed to identify the problem of 
communicable diseases and asses¬ 
sing the areas' needs for drugs 
and medical equipment. 

The union will also help foe 
village residents to rationalise foe 
consumption of water for irriga¬ 
tion purposes and wffl provide 
meals for school children 


ing of a number of new mosques 
and Islamic centres. 

Major celebrations will be held 
in Karak town and Rabbeh, in 
addition to other celebrations in 
the various mosques of tbe gov¬ 
ernors te. 

In Madaba tbe cocasion will be 
celebrated Monday. The major 
event mil be held at Madaba 


Western Mosque, according to 
Madaba District Governor Mus- 
leh AI Tarawneh. 

The celebration will include 
speeches highlighting the import¬ 
ance of fob occasion and its 
effects on the Arab and Islamic 
history, scouting marches and 
visits to Madaba Hospital and the 
centre for the handicapped. 


The Hashemite Kingdom off Jordan 
Ministry off Public Works And 
Housing 


Zarqa W as t ew ater Project 
Contracts 73/89/Central and 74/89 


The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a loan F 
from the European Investment Bank towards the cost of l 
the Zarqa Wastewater I project and intends to apply part r 
of the proceeds of this loan to eligible payments under the 3 
contract for which this invitation to tender is issued. I 

The Water Authority of the Ministry of Water and Irrigation, | 
through the Government Tenders Directorate, invites | 
experienced firms of contractors from member states of 2 
the European Economic Community, Switzerland, Austria, E 
Japan or the United States of America and contractors in jj 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, who have been p 
qualified as First Class Water and Sewerage Contractors |< 
by the Ministry of Public Works and Housing of Jordan, to a 
submit bids for the supply, construction and completion of jj 
the following tenders: jj 

1. 73/89/Central AI Hashemieh Sewerage Project jj 

2. 74/89/Central AI Zawahreh Sewerage Project ij 

Tenders are due not later than 13:30, Jordan local time, | 
Saturday Nov. 11, 1989, at the Government Tenders | 
Directorate, Ministry of Public Works and Housing. j| 

Tender documents may be examined and purchased by | 
-any eligible bidder on submission of a written application S3 
to the Tenders Division of the Water Authority, P.0. Box jj 
24 12, Amman, Jordan, Telex 22439 WAJ JO, Fax 679143, | 
and the payment of a non-refundable fee of JD 100 for I 
each set of the tender documents. 

No more than one contract will be awarded to any one ! 
bidder. j 

Chairman of the Central Tenders Committee 
Director/Government Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Salem Kudah. 
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Palestinians make their own points 


New era for Jordan 

IN ESSENCE, His Majesty King Hussein’s speech to the 
country Saturday ushered in the beginning of a new era in 
the Kingdom’s modern history. When the King spoke about 
Jordan entering a new stage with the Nov. 8 national 
elections, be obviously had in mind a new beginning that 
goes beyond the elections as important as they are. In fact. 
His Majesty reminded his people that elections per se are 
just part and parcel of a comprehensive new period that 
encompasses domestic, regional and Internationa] events 
and developments. To paraphrase His Majesty’s words the 
projected elections most be viewed in proper perspective 
and as the c ulmina tion of many factors and drcnmstances 
commencing with Amman’s historic 1988 decision to sever 
legal and administrative relations with the West Rank that 
offered the first opportunity ance the 1967 war to reactivate 
parliamentary life on the baas of periodic national elections 
as called for by the Constitution. 

Having reached this new stage, Jordanians are called 
upon to seize the opportunity to make parliamentary life 
workable by making it a truly national forum for policy¬ 
making. It wfll be noted that His Majesty has called on the 
new parliamentarians to bear their solemn individual and 
collective responsibilities in addressing all sorts of national, 
regional and international issues. Henceforth, the King 
proclaimed, the representatives of the Jordanians in parlia¬ 
ment wOl share in elaborating the policies of the Kingdom 
on all matters and assist in their implementation. As the 
issues confronting the country are now so complex and 
awesome they dearly require institutionalised deliberations 
and analysts. In torn, oar future parliamentarians are 
called upon to exercise their duties and function with 
reason, moderation and pragmatism. Otherwise, the entire 
democratisatkm process would suffer and the advancements 
registered already in that direction could be reversed. 
Above all, voters and candidates in the national elections 
must be wary of sectarianism and factionalism lest they willy 
nilly lead the country to a situation similar in scope and 
dimension to that which so tragically exists in Lebanon. 
Religion must therefore be put to the service of the country 
and not to divide it. That is an added reason why Jordanians 
look forward to the day when the Kingdom’s election law 
will erase forever any references to refigjons or ethnic 
criteria from its provisions. 

In more ways than one. His Majesty King Hussein’s 
address to the nation Saturday contains the basic elements 
of a national charter that should guide the course during the 
new chapter in the Kingdom’s development. It needs to be 
studied and examined thoroughly before attempting to 
comment on it in depth. One can be sure that its contents 
would give readers and observers much food for thought for 
a long time to come. Its careful reading in these critical days 
that precede the next national elections must therefore be 
regarded as mandatory for all members of the Jordanian 
family. 

JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 

King Hussein’s nationwide address Saturday captured the edito¬ 
rials in Sunday’s Arabic daily papers. 

The Af Ra’i daily said that Iordan now stands on the threshold of 
a new stage and a democratic process which will shape the 
country’s future. The King dwelt on all aspects related to the 
coining stage pointing out the important issues to which attention 
should be given, and underlining the aspirations of the nation and 
the Jordanian citizens, the paper said. King Hussein has urged 
voters to opt for candidates who can assume serious responsibility 
and serve their nation with all their power, the paper added. It 
said that the King's address shed light on parliamentary life in the 
Kingdom over die past four decades and also warned against 
extremism which, it said, deepens differences and distorts the true 
image of religion and morals. Resumption of parliamentary life in 
Jordan, brings with it more hopes and places the Jordanian 
citizens face to face with new responsibilities, the paper added. It 
said that the new stage calls for vigilance and awareness, and the 
coming parliament, as King Hussein said, should serve as a forum 
for all people keen on serving the higher national interests. 

A columnist in AI Ra’i Arabic daily assails the United States for 
its biased stand and its voting at the latest United Nations General 
Assembly session following a debate on the occupied Arab lands. 
Mahmoud Rimawi notes that with its opposition to the assembly's 
resolution which was supported by all nations except Israel and 
the United States, the American administration is thus rejecting 
any consideration to the Palestinian people’s rights. The writer 
describes Washington’s attitude as eccentric and conflicting with 
the will and the decision of the world community. He says that the 
United States has thus condoned barbaric actions committed by 
Israel against the defenceless people of Palestine who are trying to 
regain their rights and their freedom. Rimawi says Washington 
has not provided any answer to its inability to take steps to help 
the Palestinians in their legitimate endeavours but has on the 
contrary paved the ground for further Israeli atrocities. 

AI Dnstour daily said that King Hussein has urged bis counttymen 
to be ready for the coining stage, and parliamentary life in the 
Kingdom by electing only those candidates who are worthy of 
confidence. The paper recalled that parliamentary life is biting 
resumed for loving major events in the region which saw the 
creation of a national consultative council, the absence of 
elections and economic and political events over the past two 
decades. It said that now that the Kingdom has severed ties with 
the West Bank the atmosphere is very convenient for bolding 
elections in Jordan and for taking the country into a new stage of 
hard work within the framework of the constitution. But King 
Hussein, said the paper, has warned that the coming stage will not 
provide a forum for mere political statements, but rather serious 
and hard work for solving the numerous problems facing the 
Kingdom. 


On Friday Oct. 6. die Israeli cabinet rejected President Hosm 
Mubarak's 10-point proposal for Pakstinian-fsradi dialogue. The 
following article f reprinted from The Jerusalem Post ; appeared in 
the newspaper Friday morning. 

By Joel Greenberg The aim of the communique 

seemed to be to give new impetus 
A RHYMING chant shouted by to die uprising and to set new 
dcmonstratois this week in Nab- goals for the restless street activ- 
lus bore an unmistakable and omi- ists while steering their demands 
nous message: Abu Ammar. a- for immediate action in ways 
safer rah, sha abak tha’er. bido which would avoid worse explo- 
slab. In English: “Abu Ammar sions of violence. 

(Yasser Arafat’s now de guerre). The direction chosen was non- 
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are revolting, and want the Beit Sahur tax revolt as a 
weapons.” rallying point, and citing the re- 

Residents reported an angry sistance in the Gaza Strip to 
and ugly mood among street distribution of magnetic cards for 
activists in the town. They are travel to Israel, the Unified Lead- 
frustrated by the escalating vio- ership called for a new phase of 
fence and killings in tire city, with civil disobedience, urging Palesti¬ 
ne hope of a political solution in mans to “escalate the struggle” 
sight. and “create a new state of rebel- 

In one incident reported this lion.” 
week in the casbah, shots were The communique called for a 
fired at soldiers, apparently by five day general strike, extending 
youths on the wanted list who bad into next week, and ordered a 
been surprised by the troops. series of non-violent protests on 
The atmosphere of increasing strike days: taking to the streets 
despair and frustration coincided en masse every evening; shouting 
with the laborious and protracted slogans from rooftops “so our 
political manoeuvring around loud voice will be heard round 
the latest Egyptian proposals for die world”; blocking off towns, 
an Israeli-Palestinian meeting in villages and refugee camps to 
Cairo. The lack of immediate troops and raising Palestinian 
progress in these contacts, cou- flags. 

pled with the ferment on the As for the resistance to the 
ground, demanded a response magnetic cards, the leaflet 
from . the amorphous “lead- termed it “a battle of confronta- 
erstup” charting the course of the tion waged by the masses of our 
uprising in underground leaflets, people in the West Bank and the 
The response came this week in Gaza Strip, wherever they may 
the form of a special communique be. Victory in this battle is inevit- 
publisbed by the Unified Nation- able." 

al Leadership of the Uprising. In stark contrast to the stan- 
and in a well-orchestrated public dard numbered leaflets of the 
relations campaign by East Jeru- Unified Leadership, the special 
salem activists to focus attention communique was devoid of any 
on the situation in the town of call for violence against Israelis or 
Beit Sahur, where the Civil Palestinian “collaborators.” * 
Administration has launched an At the same time, key activists 
unprecedented crackdown to in East Jerusalem intensified 
break a tax revolt. their efforts to focus media atten¬ 


tion on the situation in Beit 
Sahur. Arab Studies Society bead 
Faisal Husseini and other prom¬ 
inent figures organised a press 
conference on the tax crackdown 
earlier this week; The event drew 
even more attention when it was 
blocked by a military damns 
order, unprecedented in the heart 
of East Jerusalem, sealing off the 
planned site of the conference. 

Speaking to reporters at the 
scene, Husseini vow^ that 
Palestinians would continue their. 
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Sahur, and he predicted in¬ 
creased protest action next week, 
while ruling out a transition to 
armed struggle. 

Husscmi’s comments coincided 
neatly with the release of the 
special communique, with its calls , 
for e s calated but non-violent pro¬ 
test. The leaflet, which was easily 
available in East Jerusalem but 
failed to reach Nablus and Gaza, 
seemed to bear the imprint of the 
Palestinian intellectuals in Jeru¬ 
salem, who have persistently 
songht to portray the uprising as a 
“white revolution.” They have 
tried to steer it to non-violent 
channels of civil disobedience, 
while astutely using the media to 
gain public support in Israel and 
abroad. 

Some Israeli observers linked 
the call for further escalation to 
the intensifying diplomatic activ¬ 
ity around Egyptian President 
Hosm Mubarak’s 10-point plan 
for Israeli-Palestinian talks. 
According to these analysts, the 
leaflet-writers were anxious to 
heat up the situation in the terri¬ 
tories in order to increase press¬ 
ure on Israel and push for di¬ 
plomatic movement. 

Palestinian analysts, for their 
part, have speculated that the past 
month's heavy clashes and kfll- 
ings in Nablus, the tax crackdown 
on Beit Sahur and the magnetic 
card programme in the Gaza 


Strip are part of a calculated 
Israeli effort to increase pressure 
tin the Palestinians to accept 
Israel’s election proposals and 
agree to talks on the basis of the 
government’s peace initiative. 
While neither “conspiracy 
theory” can be proved, it is clear 
.that the flurry of diplomatic activ¬ 
ity has been accompanied by an 
atmosphere of escalation on the 
ground. While prominent Palesti¬ 
nians are warning iff farther de¬ 
terioration# no breakthrough is 
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accept Mubarak’s 10 points. 

The spectrum of local Palesti¬ 
nian response to the Egyptian 
initiative can be defined accord¬ 
ing to one of its extremes: the 
total rejection of the 10 points by 
backers of the Popular Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine. 

An article published this week 
in Venus, a Nazareth-based poli¬ 
tical weekly, succinctly summa¬ 
rised the reasons for the rejection 
of the plan by Palestinian radic¬ 
als. The article was written by 
Nabfl Joulani, a Palestinian consi¬ 
dered to be a PFLP supporter, 
and was entitled, “A Distorted - 
Copy of the Shamir Plan.” “The 
problem of the Palestinian people 
is not an issue of holding or not 
holding elections,” Joulani 
wrote’, “but rather the problem of 
a people and its full rights, an 
existential issue, no less... An 
existential straggle between the 
Arab Palestinian people and an 
Israeli entity and colonial occupa¬ 
tion.” 

The Egyptian initiative is in¬ 
adequate, according to Joulani, 
for die following reasons: 

— It does not lead to an Israeli 
withdrawal from the occupied 
territories. 

— It does not confirm the 
convening of an international 
peace conference. 

— It neglects any mention of 
the PLO, and its sole representa¬ 


tion of the Palestinian people. 

—It ignores the right of return, 
the right of self determi nation 
and es tablishm ent of an indepen¬ 
dent state. 

Said a left-wing activist this 
week; “I don’t need Egypt’s 10 
points, or Israel’s four points. I 
need one point: recognition of 
the Palestinians as a people with 
legitimate national rights, that’s 
auT Otherwise, what is there to 
talk about?” 

The rest—and the majority— 
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occupied, territories can be 
charted according to its dis t a n ce 
from this extreme stance. Sup¬ 
porters of the Palestine Commun¬ 
ist Party and the Democratic 
Front for the liberation of Pales¬ 
tine have voiced varying degrees 
of dissatisfaction with the Egyp¬ 
tian plan, citing the points men¬ 
tioned above, though they are 
more open to considering the 
plan if it undergoes modifica¬ 
tions. 

Supporters of the mainstream 
Fatah group in the PLO have tee 
feast negative response to the 
Egyptian plan, though they too 
describe it as incomplete. White 
some arc willing to accept the 
proposal as a basis for an invita¬ 
tion to talks with Israel, there is. 
little readiness to accept sugges¬ 
tions teat the 10 points serve as 
the initial Palestinian platform in 
the discussions. 

Activist Faisal Husseini said 
this week that tee Egyptian plan 
is “not enough,” and fails to 
address the issues of self-deter¬ 
mination, PLO participation and 
Palestinian national rights. In¬ 
stead, he argued, the proposals 
speak vaguely of Palestinian 
“political rights.” The idea that 
the Palestinian negotiating team 
would be chosen in consultations 
between Egypt the U.S. and 
Israel was totally unacceptable, 
Husseini said. 


The 10 points were made even 
more unpalatable to PLO suppor¬ 
ters this week following Egyptian 
and American statements that the 
plan is in fact a mechanism for 
implementing Prime Minister 
Shamir’s election plan, winch has 
been rejected outright. by the 
Palestinians. 

Radwan Aba Ayyush, head of 
the Arab Journalists Association, 
has been mentioned as a possible 

participant in tee Palestinian 
negotiating team, and was rccent- 
IvmCiito. Atisned with the PLO 


mainstream, he says that though 
the Egyptian ph» lacks mention 
of the self determination aid the 
final status of the territories, it 
could serve to move matters 
along and “generate new ideas” 
which will lead to tfisoission of 
more substantial issues. 

_ He scene ready to accept tee 
Egyptian proposals as a starting- 
point for talks , provided they are* 
accompanied by a dear time table 
outlining substantive discussions 
that gp beyond elections in the 
territories, and deal with terms of 
an overall settlement. 

Aim Ayyash has no doubt that 
any Palestinian team will act in 
fiilf coordination and consultation 
with tee PLO, “otherwise its 
word would have no credibility.” 

In any event, Abu Ayyash 
says, the PLO is withholding a 
dear-cut answer to Mubarak’s 
ten paints, pending an Isradi 
response. If the FLO goes ahead 
and rejects the idea, be says, it 
will provide Prime Minister Sha¬ 
mir with an excuse to reject it as 
well. If tee PLO accepts the plan, 
its agreement could provide Sha¬ 
mir with a pretext for rejecting 
the scheme on the grounds , teat it 
is endorsed by Israel’s “terrorist^ 
enemy. 

“Now the ball is in the Israeli 
court,” says Abu Ayyash. “Evad¬ 
ing an answer could lead to more 
escalation.” 


The reorientation of Taiwanese economy 


By Kno-Shn I Jang 

TAIWAN’S economic success be¬ 
gan in the early 1960s, as out¬ 
ward-looking policies for industty 
and trade played essential roles in 
the rapid growth and remarkable 
structural transformation of the 
economy. Tbe swift expansion of 
labour-intensive manufactured 
exports contributed to efficient 
industrialisation, by permitting 
specialisation according to com¬ 
parative advantage and stimulat¬ 
ing technological improvement. 
Living standards unproved, as did 
income distribution, through the 
creation of productive employ¬ 
ment and rapid increases in real 
wage rates. In tbe 1970s, howev¬ 
er, two oil crises, and rising trade 
barriers and real wage rates 
threatened _ Taiwan's ability to 
compete with new exporters of 
labour-intensive products. 

The economy of Taiwan is cur¬ 
rently grappling with a bnge 
trade imbalance with the United 
States and a rapid appreciation of 
the new Taiwan dollar. Taiwan 


exported 38.7 per cent of its total 
exports to the United States, and 
its trade surplus amounted to 
$10.4 billion (excluding $2.88 bil¬ 
lion monetary gold imports) in 
1988. Dependent on the u.S. 
market and without retaliatory* 
leverage, Taiwan is a likely target 
of U.S. protectionist measures, 
although the trade surplus with 
the United States shrank 35 per 
cent in 1988 as against 1967. In 
addition, in the period between 
the Group of Five (G-5) meeting 
in New York in September 1985 
and December 1988 tbe Taiwan 
dollar appreciated 43.7 per cent 
against die U.S. dollar. This de¬ 
velopment has affected consider¬ 
ably tbe economic performance 
of Taiwan. 

In addition, due to tbe accel¬ 
eration of tee political democra- 
tisatioa process, the rising costs 
of environmental pollution and 
the poverty of public services and 
welfare can no longer be ignored. 
The government must restructure 
its policy to give greater priority 
to pollution control, consumer 


protection, and social welfare im¬ 
provement. 

Despite these difficulties, the' 
economy fo Taiwan remains fun¬ 
damentally sound, having grown 
at a 7.33 per cent dip in 1988. 
Policymakers presently find 
themselves at the crossroads, 
with many of the current- structu¬ 
ral problems being basically tbe 
resalt of the past successes. Res¬ 
tructuring the economy and 
maintaining a high rate of econo¬ 
mic expansion will depend to a 
peat extent on expanding domes¬ 
tic demand, diversifying export 
markets and revising mercantilist 
trade polities. The future lies in 
liberalising imports and foreign 
exchange control, reforming the 
financial system, expanding tech¬ 
nology transfers, and assuming 
greater responsibility for preserv¬ 
ing an open world trading system. 

Expansion of domestic 
demand 

The success of outward-oriented in¬ 
dustrialisation has created a growing 
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Environment moves to centre 
of Soviet political arena 


By Jonathan Lyme 

Reuter 


MOSCOW — After years of 
abuse at the bands of an indust¬ 
rial policy teat put production 
ahead of all else, mother nature is 
taking revenge on mother Russia. 

One quarter of the Soviet 
population lives in dangerous sur¬ 
roundings, largely the victims of 
heavy industry tud out of control. 
The food supply is laced with 
deadly pesticides. The Aral Sea is 
shrinking and may disappear 
altogether. 

The capital of world Commun¬ 
ism is choking on its own pollu¬ 
tion, prompting mayor Valery 
Say kin to demand recently: 
“What is metropolitan Moscow? 
The political, scientific and cultu¬ 
ral capita}, or an industrial con¬ 
glomerate?” 

More and more, such questions 
are moving beyond rhetoric and 
into tbe country’s political arena, 
freed under tee Kremlin’s policy 
of glasnost, or openness. 

Ecology is emerging as a lead¬ 
ing political issue, pervading the 
furious debate over nationalism 
and threatening to upset plans for 
giant industrial joint ventures 
with the West. Already some 
have called for a national referen¬ 
dum on such projects. 

“Ecology has taken on the first 
order of political meaning in 
domestic politics,” said Aleksei 
Yablokov, a parliamentarian and 
leading ecologist. 

“Neither the problem of eco¬ 
nomics, of ecology nor of 
nationalities can be solved separ¬ 
ately," Yablokov, a biologist and 
academician, said in a recent in¬ 
terview. 

The current session of the Sup¬ 


reme Soviet, the country’s inner 
parliament, is to vote on an ambi¬ 
tious economic package that en¬ 
vironmentalists say could go a 
long way towards protecting tee 
country’s resources. 

These include measures on 
land use and greater local auton¬ 
omy from tbe central industrial 
ministries, which generally reap 
the benefits of development and 
ignore tbe price. 

“These laws will truly lay the 
foundation for the conservation 
of our resources,” said one depu¬ 
ty. “We can resolve the economic 
part of the ecology problem.” 

The new environment minister,, 
appointed in August, said only a' 
radical change in the system 
would save tee environment: 
“We need most of all a fun¬ 
damental restructuring in econo¬ 
mic relations to make it no longer 
economically viable to damage 
the environment.” 

Deputies from the e thni c re¬ 
publics to this summer’s session 
of the Supreme Soviet lined up to 
accuse Moscow of poisoning tee 
periphery with industrial pollu¬ 
tion to fill the centre’s coffers. 

At tbe same time, tee in¬ 
creasingly restive popular fronts 
— grass-roots nationalist move¬ 
ments which have sprung up all 
over tee Soviet Union to demand 
more political freedom — have 
tried to make ecological exploita¬ 
tion a major issue in their cam¬ 
paigns for greater autonomy. 

“Moscow has poisoned our air 
and water and taken all our valu¬ 
able resources,” Afir Aliyev, a 
member of the Azerbaijani popu¬ 
lar front, told Reuters tn a recent 
interview. 

“You can see the results,” he- 
said waving a hand as he walked 


along Baku’s waterfront splashed 
by tee oil-slicked waters of tee 
Caspian Sea. 

Concerns about the environ¬ 
ment were a central element in 
the formation of the powerful 
popular front movements in tee 
Baltic republics, where many of 
the big industrial enterprises were 
built by Moscow and are manned 
by Russian Immig rant labour. 

Among these is the big ignalma 
nuclear power station in 
Lithuania, which local residents 
say has leaked d&ngerons 
amounts of radioactivity. 

The attacks have extended to 
the giant joint petrochemical ven¬ 
tures with Western firms, with 
critics charging the Soviet Union 
is selling its air and water for hard 
currency. 

Among tee recent targets are 
Occidental Petroleum's planned 
plastics plant in the Ukraine and 
the giant Tengiz oflfield project 
led by a consortium of U.S., 
Japanese and Italian firms. 

Environmentalists say the 
Soviet government has poured 
some 50 billion roubles ($80 bil¬ 
lion) into a plant there that will 
produce plastics for a saturated 
Western market 

A giant sulphur plant near 
Astrakhan, 40 kilometres from 
the Caspian Sea, has badly pol¬ 
luted tee Volga River ever since 
Soviet technicians brushed aside 
Western plans and over-extended 
tee production facilities by ten¬ 
fold. 

“As a result the Western part¬ 
ners pulled out wanting it would 
not work, and we are left with the 
pollution and a lot of excess 
sulphur,” said Yablokov. 

“We are not ready for coopera¬ 
tion with tee West. We are too 
simple and trusting,” he said. 


export surplus, which has expanded 
substantially in recent years 
(although the export surplus as 
percentage of GNF declined from 
20.0 per cent in 1986 to 10.4 per 
cent in 1988). The size of 
Taiwan’s foreign exchange hold¬ 
ings has become remarkable by 
any standards; -with foreign ■re¬ 
serves held by tee Central Bank 
amounting to seventeen months 
of imports in 1988. 

An export surplus represents 
more domestic savings than 
domestic investment or a positive 
net foreign investment, which is 
unusual for a newly industrialis¬ 
ing country in need of substantial 
infrastructure construction. 
Actually, Taiwan exports its sav¬ 
ings in very large amounts to tee 
United States to help finance the 
U.S. budget deficit, despite the 
continuing trade dispute. 

The government and the peo¬ 
ple have become aware that a 
mercantilist trade polity, with its; 
tight foreign exchange control 
and subsequent massive buildup' 
of foreign exchange reserves, 
could cause serious trade friction. 
Even so, tee factors that have 
caused tee trade imbalance are 
many. Taiwan, for example, has 
transferred huge domestic savings 
abroad mainly because of a weak 
domestic demand. 

The Detailed Action Plan for 
Strengthening Economic and 
Trade Ties formulated by the 
Council for Economic Planning 
and Development in March 1989 
aims dearly at expanding domes¬ 
tic demand and achieving a signi¬ 
ficant reduction in the trade sur¬ 
plus. The government has 
adopted an expansionary fiscal 
pofcy through major investment 
projects in economic and soda! 
infrastructure. Special emphasis 
has been placed on transportation 
infrastructure, environmental 
protection, pollution control, and 
medical care to improve tbe qual¬ 
ity of life. The government en¬ 
courages private investment in 
these areas whenever possible. 

Trade policy liberalisation 

Taiwan is revising its previous 
mercantilist trade policy. 
Although tee country has gained 
a great deal from external trade, 
if domestic markets are not open 
for imports, the Taiwan will be 
vulnerable to charges of “unfair 
trade.” Import restrictions have 
been relaxed considerably in re¬ 
cent years, as the government has 
made 16 wide-ranging tariff cuts 
since 1971. Among tee newly- 
imported commodities, U.S. pro¬ 
ducts as wine and beer have 
already secured an expanding 
market share in Taiwan. Taiwan’s 
imports of passenger cars and 
aeroplanes increased by as much 
as 2.8 times as compared with 
those in 1987. Passenger car im¬ 
ports from tee U.S. account for 
30.4 per cent of total auto im¬ 
ports. Import shares of household 
laundry equipment and freezers 
exceed 70 per cent. Moreover, 
tee average rale of effective duty 
has been brought down to 5.7 per 


cent, a level comparable to that 
of industrial countries. 

The Detailed Action Plan 
seeks to reduce the average rate 
of effective duty to 3.5 per cent 
by 1992. The average nominal 
rate - of import duty will be re¬ 
duced to 7.0 per cent by 1992, 
down'from ; 12.6-per cent in 1988. 
Itis hoped-that the U.S. firms will, 
take fall advantage of new trade 
opportunities created by import 
liberalisation and the expanding 
domestic market of the country. 

- Foreign exchange 

Taiwan revised related laws and 
regulations and lifted most of 
foreign exchange controls on July 
15, 1987. Tbe foreign exchange 
controls that remain in effect and 
still need Central Bank approval 
are confined to non-trade-related 
inward remittances of more than 
$50,000 and outward remittances 
of more than $5 mUEon by any 
individual or firm in a year. The 
government still restricts capital 
inflow to control short-term 
financial speculation. There has 
been substantial outflow of pri¬ 
vate capital since early 1988, and 
overseas mutual funds have now 
become widely available for pub¬ 
lic foreign investment through tee 
trust departments of foreign ex¬ 
change h anks . 

Taiwan introduced a new ex¬ 
change rate polity in April 1989. 
Previously, a daffy mid-rate was 
set according to the weighted 
average of tbe previous day’s 
transactions. Bank traders had to 
buy and sell wi thin 2^5 per cent 
of the mid-rale. The new gmdefines 
abolish the 235 per cent hunt, 
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and a group of nine banks, five 
regular major foreign exchange, 
banks and four local and foreign 
banks chosen on a rotation basis, 
set the range of buying and selling 
rates that apply to transactions 
under $30,000. For trades ex¬ 
ceeding $30,000, rates are negoti- 
atedby trading’banks with cus¬ 
tomers: There is a provision for 
resetting tee exchange rate so as 
to make tee exchange rate re¬ 
spond to the course business 
during the day. This reform wiD 
allow market forces to jriay a 
greater role in determining ex¬ 
change rates. The central bank 
can reduce the amount of in¬ 
tervention, and adjustments wiD 
be made primarily to maintain an 
orderly market rather than simply 
to “lean against tbe wind” and 
slow down changes in tee ex¬ 
change rate. 

Direct foreign i n vestment 

Taiwan plans to make better 
use of its foreign exchange earn¬ 
ings for investment abroad rather 
than simply accumulating low- 
yield foreign reserves. Firms 
m a n u f acturing apparel, plastic 
shoes, toys and handbags have 
relocated to lower-cost countries 
in the Asia-Pacific region, espe¬ 
cially Thailand and Malaysia. A 
growing number have located 
production or acquired fo reign 
firms in industrial countries, 
especially in tee United States, to 
avoid trade barriers and obtain 
new technology. The government 
does not interface in trade and 
investment activities between 
Taiwan and mainland China if 
they are handled through third 
countries. 


Putting the 
records straight 


To the Editor; 


I WAS astonished to find the 
article “The Austrian model 
could be a solution fo the Israeli- 
Palestinian conflict”, taken from 
The Jerusalem Post in Oct. 8 

issue of the Jordan Times. It is 
certainly malicious and utterly 
bad faith to describe Austria as a 
neutralised country with full 
sovereignty only existing on 


Let me put the records straight: 

(1) Austria’s neutrality was a 
free and autonomous decision of 
its parliament after the last allied 
occupation soldier has left tee 
country. It is true teat tee Soviet 
Union had indicated about half a 
year before teat some form of' 
Austrian guarantee a gafn^t a™ 
future “Anschluss” with Ger¬ 
many would pave the way for tbe 
withdrawal of its forces from Au¬ 
stria. 

(2) Nothing in the Austrian 
State Treaty, by which die four 
allied occupation powers restored 
Austrian liberty, stops Austria 


from having a standing army to 
defend its neutrality. It is true 
that the above mentioned State 
Treaty contains clauses forbid¬ 
ding Austria to acquire rockets 
which were at that time .consi¬ 
dered an essentially offensive 
military equipment. 

(3) None of the big powers 
have given guarantees to defend 
Austria in the case of a military 
conflict and it may be added teat 
Austria — for evident reasons — 
did not want, any such protection. 

May I say teat the .article m 
question is a most confused con¬ 
coction of supeifiriaSty, some¬ 
thing of the “sneer hmapa” {red 
chee k) m entioned by the author 
who certainly never had a took on 
Austria’s State Treaty of May 15, 
1955, or on Austria's onflatera j 
declaration erf neutrality of Octo¬ 
ber 26 of tee same yearj The 
fetter has. since, become Austria’s 
National Day. 

Ambassador of Austria 

Dr. Franz Perneg gcr 









Unemployment in Jordan—finding solutions 


V. . * 


By SN>Un Mango 

tt> tbe Jordan Tines 

AMMAN —- Official statistics 
show that tbe Tmemployinent rate 
m Jrirffi&ris 9.1 per cent. Howev¬ 
er studies carried otit by indi¬ 
viduals show this rate varying 
from 13 per cent to as much as 30 
per pern. But, whatever the per¬ 
centage, the government is ex¬ 
erting a lot of effort towards 
solving tins problem. It is creating 
programmes for tbe unemployed 
aimed at rehabilitating profes¬ 
sionals of various fields in a move 
aimed at more compatibility be¬ 
tween die seeded labour and 
avaflabe cadres in Jordan. 

Maxwan DwHn, an authority 
cm the subject and ex-minister of 
labour, believes that the solution 
for unemployed graduates should 
be a well-studied plan im¬ 
plemented by the private sector. 
“The Vocational Training Centre 
should get more involved in tai¬ 
lored programmes,” he said. “In 
this way, it can find out the areas 
that seed more, labour. This 
would be in addition to its basic 
duty of talcing in unsuccessful 9th 
and 10th graders to develop their 
practical skills ..** 

The Ministry of Labour, is 
conjunction with other organisa¬ 
tions, has already commenced 
training programmes, particularly 
in textile, health and social wel¬ 
fare areas. “We need some sort 
of cooperation between the pri¬ 
vate and public sectors,” says 
Dudin. “For example, a volume 
of 1,000 people of various de¬ 
grees' could be placed in private 
organisations or companies. 
There, they would train for set 
professions. Tbe first year they 
would be given pocket money to 
cover transportation and a meal. 
The second year they would be 
ass e ssed by the employer in terms 
of performance. After the four 


years, the trainee’s presence 
would become vital to the com¬ 
pany* So, tbe employer would 
benefit from such manpower.” 

Financially, this programme 
would be costly, but it would take 
the place of other unnecessary 
plans that could be cancelled, 
according to Dudin. 

The frozen five-year plan 
(1986-1990) aimed at finding job 
opportunities for a good part of 
Jordan’s unemployed labour 
force. But the plan was shelved 
because of die economic crisis in 
tbe country. 

Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber, political 
science professor at the Universi¬ 
ty of Jordan, explains: “Some of 
tbe reasons for unemployment in 
Jordan are regional, internation¬ 
al, and some are local. On an 
international level the economic 
situation in the world is not set¬ 
tled. It is in constant motion with 
new forces coming up and with 
others deefining. This effects the 
lives of die Jordanians on the 
regional and local levels. 

“For example, take the reces¬ 
sion of petroleum during the last 
two years in the Gulf countries. It 
reflected on Jordan in a variety of 
ways. One, the Gulf countries 
stopped taking in additional 
Jordanian manpower. Second, 
Jordan suffered from the lack of 
import of its goods. A third re¬ 
gional factor is the Iraq-fran war. 
The latter stimulated Jordanian 
exports, but now that the war is 
over Iraq no longer needs the 
goods that Jordan used to pro¬ 
duce and sell it. In addition, 
remittances of Jordanians work¬ 
ing abroad have dedtned. Lastly, 
die economic aid that used to 
come from oil-produdng coun¬ 
tries stopped (except from Saudi 
Arabia). AH these factors have 
effected Jordan’s local economy. 
The Jordanian developmental 
efforts commenced in the early 


’70s. Since then, the economy has 
not been managed prudently and 
wisely. Jordanians became com¬ 
placent thinking that if the protv 
lem was ignored it would go 
away. Society was living beyond 
its means whilst the country was 
suffering from a loss of income.” 

Agriculture 

A definite lack of labourers is 
to be foundin agriculture. Asians 
are the people mostly working in 
this area. They usually accept 
smaller wages since they do not 
have many responsibilities to deal 
with when compared with Jorda¬ 
nians, experts say. 

A Jordanian does not accept to 
work in agriculture because it is 
not profitable for him to do so. 
He needs a salary that will cover 
all of his expenses: rent, food, 
electricity, and his children’s 
school fees. He demands higher 


“But employers believe in die 
supply and demand law whereby 
it is (he market that decides the 
wages of employees,” Dudin 
says. “An employer will not hesi¬ 
tate to hire 10 people instead of 
six, and pay the 10 what ought to 
have been paid to the six.” 

In theory, this looks nice since 
it takes care of tbe unemployed 
though at a certain cost. 

A Jordanian also asks to be 
respected and not to be treated in 
a degrading maimer. A lot of the 
foreign hands have to put up with 
a lot of abuse from their em¬ 
ployers, experts point out. For 
one thing, if an employee is work¬ 
ing without a permit, be is scared 
that his boss win tell the author¬ 
ities on him. “So be has to put up 
with a lot of-insults and shouting, 
and just swallow his pride,” said a 
labour expert. “He is also wor¬ 
ried of losing his job. It is almost 
impossible for him to find a wen- 
paying job in his own country. 


By Vhtiane SeutBIac 

AN American woman, who died 
in 1980 at the age of 113 years and 
21S days, attributed her long life 
to tbe fact of eating stewed applet 
and to never having been mar¬ 
ried. 

About.5<0QQ French p eo p le tP 
day are aged over a hundred. 
Some of them have always led a 
sober, regular life. Others-have 
never deprived themselves of 
urine, tobacco or other pleasures. 
And countries winch are reputed 
for their large number of hun¬ 
dred-year-olds, such as Ecuador 
or the upper plateaux of the 
Caucasians, in the Soviet Union, 
can officer no rational explana¬ 
tion for this phenomenon. So 
who can one rely on to dear up 
the mystery of ageing, of death 
and therefore of life? 

One obvious matter on which 
doctors and researchers agree is 
that overeating or eating wrong¬ 
ly, overindulging in alcohol and 
smoking are risk factors for car¬ 
diovascular disease and cancer, 
rite same as serious vitamin de¬ 
ficiencies have fatal consequ¬ 
ences. But it is not enough to 
maintain a good hygiene of life to 
slow down tbe ageing process 
which begins at the foetus stage. 
By feeding oneself correctly one 
simply has better chances of 
growing old in better h e a lth . 

“It is as hard to define ageing 
as to explain what life is,” admits 
Jacques Tretoft, a biologist at the 
Gerontology Unit of INSERM in 


Paris. This scientist studies the 
ageing of foe cells in the crystal of 
the eye and the formation of 
cataracts (opaqueness of the eye 
leading to blindness), in order to 
detect why, from toe age of 20, 
the brain cells stop multiplying 
and why, between tbe age of 30 
and 40,- the - capacities of the 
eyesight fall suddenly indepen¬ 
dently of the health of the indi¬ 
vidual. 

AD our cells are programmed, 
at tire embryo stage, to fulfill 
precise functions following a 
genera! curve. Thus one is able to 
stand upright around the age of 
one, to write around the age of 
one, then one acquires wrinkles, 
white hair and one sees one’s 
faculties decreasing gradually. 

It is the law of nature for all 
mammals, but nor for all verte¬ 
brates. Thus, snakes, lizards and 
crocodiles do the opposite of 
mammals. The older they are, the 
bigger they are and the more eggs 
they lay. They are also sensitive 
to temperature: if a lizard is 
exposed to die sun for a long 
time, its life will be shorter and, 
conversely, if left in the shade, it 
will live to a ripe old age. Experi¬ 
ments give no significant results 
with warm-blooded animals. 
These however are sensitive to 
food. Rats put on a diet will have 
a spectacularly longer lifespan. 

Another area of reflection is 
that whereas a doe-rabbit will 
have a lot of young and will only 
live a few yean, a whale, or an 
elephant, wQl only have a single 


descendant, but wiD Hve for a 
very long time. From these exam¬ 
ples, should one conclude that 
human beings should spend their 
lives in the shade, follow a diet 
and not have any children in 
order to live longer? 

The American biologist Roy 
Walford- asserts that we already 
have all we need to Jive to be. 120, 
on condition we follow a very 
strict diet, 1,500 to 2,000 calories 
a day, without sugar, or honey, or 
alcohol or fat. But that does not 
proride an answer to the ques¬ 
tion: does one “wear out” the 
hmnan machine by using it (even 
with precautions) or wOl it break 
down anyway? 

The machine in question is 
well-built as it is its own mecha¬ 
nic: the ceDs damaged by ultra¬ 
violet rays, chemical products 
and accidents repair themselves, 
as can be seen with skin which 
heals alone. In the long term, 
repairs tak e a little longer, but 
this slow-down is not enough to 
explain the gradual and then total 
break-down of the human 
machine. Ageing would thus not 
appear to be a simple matter of 
wear. It would seem to be geneti¬ 
cally recorded in our cells. 

By growing cells taken from 
people of different ages, it was 
noted that the cells taken from a 
person aged 20 could divide op to 
60 times, those from a person 
aged 40 could divide about 40 
times and those from a person 
aged 60 could only divide about 
20 times —French features. 


and he cannot afford to lose his 
employment in a foreign coun¬ 
try,” added the expert. 

Ahmad Qasem, a member of 
the Execntive Committee for the 
General Union of tbe Labour 
Unions, has conducted a research 
on unemployment based on a 
comparative study of official sta¬ 
tistics. He bases his theories and 
conclusions on tbe fact that un¬ 
employment is tbe presence of a 
number of physically able citizens 
who search for jobs but cannot 
find .any opportunities. 

This phenomenon could be 
attributed to insufficient qual¬ 
ifications, incompatibility of qual¬ 
ifications and needed skills and 
more profitability for the em¬ 
ployer in cheap foreign labour. 

Qasem thinks that one of tbe 
reasons for tbe unemployment 
problem is connected to the lack 
of control on the amount of in¬ 
coming foreign labourers. “Offi¬ 
cial statistics indicate that there 
are 150,000 foreigners with work 
permits in the country,” he 
points. On the other hand, Dudin 
rejects the idea that there are 
available jobs for die number of 
Jordanians seeking jobs. “The 
locals do not look for the work 
opportunities that are available,” 
he says. “Tins is called behaviou¬ 
ral or Structural unemployment. 
It is not because Jordanians do 
not like to pack tomatoes that 
they do not work in this field. On 
the contrary, all Jordanian 
women in the Jordan Valley are 
picking tomatoes. It is just that 
Jordanians do not find it profit¬ 
able to work in simple agricultu¬ 
ral labour. It is wrong and irres¬ 
ponsible to say that by stopping 
Asians from working in agricul¬ 
ture eventually the Jordanians 
trill replace them,” Dudin 
argues. 

Qasem says that “it was only 
after 1982 that Jordan witnessed 


this problem of unemployment.” 
He explains that the Jor danian 
economy was based on an import/ 
export formula, and not on in¬ 
dustry. 

Skats and availability 

of jobs 

After 1982, unemployment 
appeared in the form of a crisis 
with major aspects. One, is the 
new graduates who seek jobs for 
the first time and do not find any 
work opportunities. Qasem 
found that these represent 55 per 
cent of the unemployment figure; 
59 per cent of which are holders 
of community college diplomas, 
22 per cent university degrees, 
and 19 per cent are highrsebool 
graduates. These figures exdude 
the approximately 50,000 stu¬ 
dents who have studied abroad. 
In Qasem’s opinion, there is an 
imbalance between education 
and the country’s job demands. 
“The five year plan indicates that 
45 per cent of the graduates find 
work other than the one they are 
qualified for. This is a form of 
unemployment,” he says. 

A 30-year-old civil engineer 
faces this sort of unemployment. 
After graduating from an Amer¬ 
ican university, he came back to 
Jordan. He was faced with a lot of 
dismaying rejections from em¬ 
ployers. Now, he works as a 
computer operator. All he. does 
in a day is to print data into the 
computer. Obviously, his produc¬ 
tive energy is not being put to full 
use. Another 32-year-old civil en¬ 
gineer with a masters degree from 
England faced unemployment for 
one and a half years. After many 
futile attempts at finding work 
here, he has now derided to move 
to Saadi Arabia. 

Commenting on Jordanians 
forced to seek jobs outride, 
Dudin says: “Our economy is a 
private sector economy.” We 


How to live 150 years 


should always be able to 
accommodate the private sector 
people in a manner that makes 
them continue to invest in the 
country, to use the money in the 
country, and not to escape the 
country.” 

“Industrial development 
banks, and all credit organisa¬ 
tions are in the country to help 
special categories of people. An 
aggressive move should be made 
within these special organisations 
towards these aims . The unem¬ 
ployed person himself could be 
made a work-creator; suppose 
that five engineers, graduates of 
the University of Jordan, teamed 
up and received help from the 
Industrial Development Bank; 
they could get special training 
from tiie bank since it has a 
training centre. The capital in¬ 
vestment given to these graduates 
could help them in reaching pro¬ 
ductive and profitable jobs.” 

Protection for labour fort* 

Another form of unemploy¬ 
ment, according to Qasem, is 
when labourers lose their jobs 
and they cannot find other work. 
He blames the lack of job oppor¬ 
tunities on bad organisation and 
planning. “People started build¬ 
ing industrial foundations to 
supply the needs of Iraq during 
the Iraq-tran war. Now that the 
war is over, these companies are 
redundant. So, one is left with a 
large number of jobless people on 
his hands.” 

“One’s political or religions be¬ 
liefs can also cause one to be 
dismissed from work. Over 
20,000 people are jobless for such 
reasons,” Qasem says. 

Ihtisar Matar is a psychologist 
by profession. She could not find 
work according to her qualifica¬ 
tions so she ended up working as 
a kindergarten teacher. 

She told the Jordan Times that 


she worked at this private school 
for six years, and then was asked 
to resign. Her dismissal was re¬ 
lated to her ’'private life and 
ideas.” “When I was doing my 
job, my private ideas were kept in 
a separate compartment. I made 
sure that my personal life never 
interfered with my professional 
life,” she says. 

She hunted jobs for two years 
until she found a job as a sales¬ 
woman. Her job is demanding in 
that she is on the go for many 
hours every day, but “work is not 
something to be ashamed of. If 
one is earning his money honestly 
then there is no reason to feel 
degraded by a certain job.” * 

Qasem also argues that acts 16 
and 17 of the labour law permit 
an employer to fire his employee 
for any reason no matter bow 
trivial. As a member of the 
labour union, he says that he 
witnesses large numbers of dis¬ 
missed citizens coming daily to 
the union. 

Dudin responds to this by 
saying that a labourer can refuse 
to take the compensation given 
on dismissal. “Through his trade 
union, a labourer can report this 
deed to the labour inspector of 
the area. The latter mil try to 
solve the problem with the trade 
union representative. They can 
then deride if it is a labour 
dispute or not, and if so they can 
go to court,” he explains. 

In Jordan insurance against un¬ 
employment does not exist. “I do 
not see how within the Economic 
circumstances of redirecting our 
way of life, that we can ask the 
work owners to pay more to the 
Social Security Corporation,” 
says Dudin. For the employer 
and employee have to contribute 
a certain percentage from their 
money for the fees of such an 
insurance. Employees are already 
complaining of low wages, so this 


insurance, at the moment, is not 
practical.” 

The Social Security Corpora¬ 
tion covers insurances against 
occupational injuries and offers 
old age pensions. 

Seasonal or temporary unem¬ 
ployment exists mainly in agricul¬ 
ture and construction. Qasem has 
found that around 40,000 people 
work in agriculture, and 54,000 in 
construction. “These figures rep¬ 
resent 18 per cent of the work 
force exposed to total or partial 
unemployment,” he says. He 
thinks that these two areas are 
the most exposed to Sl-treatment 
and injustice. "Tbe agricultural 
sector does not even have a trade 
union to defend the rights of 
these workers,” he says. .“No 
union exists for these people be¬ 
cause of the seasonal nature of 
the work. Tobacco and lentil har¬ 
vesting do not need full time 
labourers. Asians usually come to 
Jordan for certain seasons, and 
then gp back to their other jobs. 

Moreover, the problem or un¬ 
employment in Jordan remains a 
serious issue. It is hoped that by 
1993, in the course of correcting 
the economy, that wages will be 
raised to a better mini mum more 
suitable to the new demands of 
life. Unfortunately, at this time 
unemployment is expected to in¬ 
crease. 

“I think we are just at the 
beginning of the crisis. It is going 
to be a longer and deeper prob¬ 
lem than anyone foresaw. We 
should not have borrowed to the 
extent that we did. Now, this 
borrowing has become another 
burden. Jordanians have lost cre¬ 
dibility in their own economy, 
and the credibility of others in the 
Jor dani an economy. These are 
significant obstacles that will have 
to be overcome in the process of 
recycling the Jordanian eco¬ 
nomy,” says Abu Jaber. 



Sun’s outbursts make heavenly 
gift for polar lights researchers 


By Doug Mellgren 

Tbe Associated Press 

TROMSOE, Norway — A 
geomagnetic storm battering the 
earth’s poles Is growing in¬ 
creasingly violent, and northern 
lights researchers are elated. 

The storm, caused by the bom¬ 
bardment of energy from solar 
activity, is making the shimmer¬ 
ing aurora borealis brighter, 
more colourful and more spec¬ 
tacular than »renai this year. 

Unni Pia Loevhaug, a space 
researcher, plans to fire bolts of 
electricity at the ionosphere, the 
layer of earth's atmosphere that 
acts like a movie screen for the 
solar lights, to get an even better 
picture. 

The study should offer inrights 
into tiie universe, shed light on 
theories of physics and “increase 
man's storehouse of knowledge,” 
she said. 

Loevhaug's work may have 
practical application in helping to 
overome the havoc that the elec¬ 
trically charged lights can play 
with radio communications and 
navigation. 

’ In Tromsoe, 300 kilometres 
north of the Arctic code, the 
tourism board is thanking its 
hxeky stars for the anrora 
borealis, which has drawn the 
curious and adventurous for hun¬ 
dreds of years. 

These amaring sheets of light 
are the offspring of solar winds, 


bursts.of energised atomic parti¬ 
cles that sweep 150 million 
kilometres through space and 
slam into earth's magnetic field at 
a speed of 2.52 million kilometres 
per hour. 

The collision releases tiie storm 
of energy"seen in' the constantly 
changing lights. Over the South 
pole they are called the aurora 
australis. 

“It’s absolutely the most fan¬ 
tastic thing we have up here in the 
north,” said tourist official Gunn 
Sissel Jaklin. 

‘The aurora will just keep get¬ 
ting better and better from now 
until 1994 because the 11-year 
solar cycle is moving toward a 
peak.” 

Loevhaug keeps tabs on the 
lights summer and winter, even 
when they are dimmed or hidden 
by the midnight sun. 

“We're already seeing things 
that I have never witnessed be¬ 
fore,” Loevhaug said of the sun’s 
outbursts. She has studied the 
lights since 1983. 

From her laboratory 30 
kilometres from town, the 33- 
year-old physicist is taking part in 
European incoherent scatter 
radar, or Eiscat, a project laun¬ 
ched in 1981 to study die north¬ 
ern lights and the earth's outer 
atmosphere. 

Eiscat’s studies are funded by 
Britain, France, West Germany, 
Norway, Sweden and Finland. 

A transmitter fed by five mega- 





watts, enough power to light a 
small village, bounces a radar 
beam off tbe ionosphere 50 to 
2,000 kilometres above the earth. 
Signals are picked up in Sweden 
and Finland and relayed to 
Tromsoe. 

*” “A radar wave is an electro¬ 
magnetic field. It scatters through 
the northern lights and we receive 
a picture of what is going on. 
When solar activity builds up, it 
amplifies the lights and makes 
our studies easier,” Loevhaug 
said. 

It took eons for mankind to 
discover that solar flares, tongues 
of fire that leap thousands of 
miles above the sun's surface, 
caused the lights. 

The Vikings believed tbe fights 
were flashes from the shields of 
warriors bound for heavenly 
Valhalla. Eskimos imagined 
dangerous spirits, while Swedes 
thought it was the torchlight of 
Lapps stalking stray reindeer. 

Centuries ago, Tromsoe’s peo¬ 
ple feared that laughing at the 
aurora would anger the gods, 
who would strike them lame. 
They still take northern fights 
seriously, naming a festival, 
businesses, boats and even their 
newspaper after them. 

The university of Tromsoe 
observatory opened in 1911. With 
25 researchers '‘it is a small bat 
significant group in terms of 
northern lights research,” said 
researcher Noralv Bjoemaa. 
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For aD youn 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please catt: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
I . Shntcisani 

P.O- Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
TeL 604676. 604696 
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Cfataett Restaurant 

Jn Jordan 

1st Circle,Jabai Amman, near 
Atfyffh Girts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

$:3G-Midnight 
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service 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Naming potto avaBabla 

rwkmmwray mffahla 

Open (My 11-00-15-30 ' 
1M0-233Q: 

Wadi Sacra Road-near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan - : - 

v Tel: 661922 / 


I EVERY 1= 

Lj S i. r 

PEOPLE (0H0 NEED 

MAINTENANCE 

SERVICES 

CALL US! 


Electrolux 


P.O.Box 925228 AMMAN ^ 

^ TeL 604671 ^ 

' CHEN? s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers* Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

MongoiJftflBartMquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 618214 J 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

y 6:30-Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
. Develop your colour film at 
our shop andger.- 

* JUMBO photo 
Siam 30% Eargmr 

• From mnlmrgm- 
mmnt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmasani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swcfieh tet 823891 


CHINESE 
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TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bw-B-Q 
Charcoal Fleming Pot 


Open daily Noon -330 p.m. 
& 630 p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Cirde 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 




for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tei: 633418 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12£0-&30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 
After the HoBday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel.-659519 659520 


CkmA PaIacc Restaurant 


CANTONRSC, SKHUAN, 
MKDM, HUMAN STYIX 

Attractive CHnase deccranon& 
Defictous Chinese ajara 
AS in stzztafl - no extra charge . 
special tapanyaki - chicken, beef & Esh 
with special enspy duck 
Opens 11,30 a.m.-330 p.m, 
7.00pm. - 1130 pm 
Cl cms Friday 
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Kuwait draws up scheme for 
massive petrochemical industry 


KUWAIT (R) — Gulf oil producer Kuwait is 
drawing np plans for a multi-billion-dollar down¬ 
stream petrochemical industry, 10 years after Saudi 
Arabia launched a similar project that made it a 
major world supplier. 


Petroleum industry sources say 
eight separate plants with a com¬ 
bined cost easily exceeding $2 
billion have now come off 
Kuwaiti government drawing 
boards. 

When the plants come on¬ 
stream — projected in 1994 and 
1995 — the private sector will 
build a second generation of che¬ 
mical plants to use their feed¬ 
stocks, they added. 

Kuwaiti sources working on the 
plan said Kuwait has already 
approached several international 
companies to prepare preliminary 
feasibility studies for potential 
licensing agreements. 


They projected an expanding 
world petrochemical market for. 
tbe next 20 years. 

But they said that by not start¬ 
ing wben Saudi Arabia did in tbe 
late 1970s, Kuwait may now face 
a more difficult task in marketing 
its petrochemicals. 

The Saudis spent around $10 
billion to build 15 plants and two 
massive industrial cities — Jubail 
and Yanbu — in the Arabian 
desert, and captured nearly four 
per cent of the world market in 
which demand was at a peak. 

The Saudi Arabian Basic In¬ 
dustries Corporation (SABIC) 
reported a record $486 million 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 

Oman discovers platinum 

NICOSIA (R) — Platinum has been discovered in the moun¬ 
tainous northern region of tbe Sultanate of Oman, the Omani 
News Agency has said. “Platinum 'has been discovered in the 
northern mountains of the country opening new doors for our 
mineral industry,’' the agency quoted the general managerfor 
minerals in the ministry of petroleum and minerals as saying. 
General Manager Mohammad Ibn Hussein Ibn Qassem said “the 
research is taking place under the direct supervision of the 
ministry of petroleum and minerals which is going to do a 
complete survey of the area in the hope of finding commercial 
quantities of gold and platinum," the agency said. 

Malaysian trade surplus shrinks 

KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — Malaysia recorded a foreign trade 
surplus of 4.364 billion ringgits ($1,623 billion) in the first half of 
this year. 31.1 per cent lower than the 6.334 billion ringgits 
($2,355 billion) chalked up in the first half of last figures released 
by the government statistics department have showed. The 
department said exports rose by 23.0 per cent to 31.856 billion 
ringgits ($11,847 billion) in the six months of this year, while 
imports rose by 40.5 per cent to 27.491 billion ringgits ($10,223 
billion) for the same periods. Imports of machinery and transport 
equipment, at 12.644 billion ringgits ($4,702 billion), accounted 
for 46.0 per cent of ail imports. Other major imports were 
manufactured goods, chemicals, food and miscellaneous manu¬ 
factured articles. Major exports were oil, rubber, palm oil, 
timber, cocoa and manufactured items. 

Kuwait extends cheap loan to China 

PEKING (R) — A Kuwaiti state agency has provided China with 
a cheap loan to help bafld a factory producing badly needed iron 
rapes carrying oil, gas and water, tbe China Daily has said. It said 
officials of the Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Economic Development 
signed the loan, for six million dinars ($20 million) in Peking with 
officials of tbe ministry of foreign economic relations and trade. 
The money covers one-third of the cost of the factory, which will 
be built in the northeast province of Liaoning. Production will 
start at tbe end of 1991, the newspaper said. The loan will be 
repaid over 18 years with a four-year grace period. The first 
payment will be made in April 1993 and the annual interest rate is 
five per cent, plus 0.5 per cent to cover administrative expenses. 
Since 1982, the Kuwaiti agency has loaned China a total of $300 
million for projects such as airports, harbours and power stations, 
the newspaper said. 

Portugal’s bourses to modernise 

LISBON (R) — Portugal's two small bourses in Lisbon and 
Oporto, seeking to catch up with the rest of Europe, have said 
they will instal a 800 million escudo ($4.8 million) unified 
electronic system by May 1990 to modernise their inefficient 
trading. Bourse officials said the two will be linked by a new 
information system that will also allow continuous trading 
eventually. Officials said they hoped the new system would 
increase liquidity in the exchanges which are only now showing 
signs of recovering from the October 1987 world stock markets 
crash. Some stock market operators had feared that, with the 
liberalisation of capital movements between Portugal and the rest 
of the European Community ahead of the creation of a single 
market in 1992, foreign and domestic roves tore would take their 
money elsewhere if the Portuguese bourses did not shape up 
quickly. 

Glaxo reports record profits 

LONDON (R) — Britain’s Glaxo pharmaceutical group, whose 
Zantac anti-ulcer drug is a world best-seller, said it had made a 
record pre-tax profit of £1 billion ($1.57 billion) in the year to 
June 30. It said pre-tax profits bad jumped 20 per cent over the 
£832 million ($1.31 billion) recorded a year earlier. Glaxo chief 
executive Ernest Mario said tbe sharp rise in profits had been 
helped along in two ways. “Tbe exchange rate was very 
favourable for us, and secondly we had a large increase in our 
income from investments outside of our business,’’ Mario said on 
television. He said Zantac, the top selling prescription medicine 
in the world and tbe first prescription drug to sell more than £1 
billion ($1.57 billion) in one year, remained a major earner. But 
be warned that the drug, whose medical name is Ranitidine, faced 
stiff competition from other brands. 


Apple to exhibit in Dubai 

AMMAN (J.T.) — During a press conference at the Dubai World 
Trade Centre last month, the Macworld Middle East was announced 
to take place in Dubai, within the Gulf Information Technology 
Exhibition and Conference (Gitex) from Oct. 16 to 19, 1989. 

22 international exhibitors are joining Macworld Middle East this 
year, coming from seven countries. 

This exhibition, which is an Apple exhibition dedicated to 
Macintosh and third parties, has been raking place since 1986 in 
various European and American countries. 

This year Macworld Middle East will be launching new products 
for the first time in the Middle East, 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Sunday, October 8, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.s. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutschmark 
Swiss franc 


Boy Sell 

622.0 628.0 
999.7 1009.7 
J29.S 332.S 


French franc 97-1 W.1 

^raf" 100 ’ si 


Swedish crown 


net profit for tbe first six mouths 
of 1989. 

The sources say world demand 
has begun to fall off, but should 
pick up again by the mid-1990s. 

The Kuwaiti sources said 
Kuwaiti Oil Minister Ali A1 Kha¬ 
lifa had thrown his weight behind 
the project, which has yet to be 
approved by tbe Kuwaiti cabinet 
and the Higher Petroleum 
Council. 

“We are in the process of 
setting up a giant petrochemical 
project in Kuwait to serve our 
basic aim of increasing manufac¬ 
turing and raising the share of 
Kuwaiti industrial exports,” 
Sheikh Ali said in an interview 
several weeks ago with A1 Rai AJ 
A am newspaper. 

“After finishing the modemisa- ' 
tion of refineries in Kuwait we 
will now move on to the pet- 
rocehmicals field,” he was 
quoted as saying. 


Conference 
weighs GCC 
financial role 


The sources said the plants will 
use naphtha and natural gas as 
their feedstocks. 

Kuwait’s oil refineries produce 
an abundance of naphtha, but the 
country would have to either im¬ 
port the gas or increase its pet¬ 
roleum production to obtain 
more associated gas from its oil 
fields. 

The sources said tbe new pet¬ 
rochemical complex would likely 
be located south of Kuwait City 
between Shuaiba and Abdulla 
ports. 

A polypropylene plant was be¬ 
gun earlier tins year at a cost of 
$100 million to $120 millio n, but 
is outside the scope of the new 
project, the sources said. 

According to industry sources 
the projected development would 
include six plants fix non-aroma¬ 
tic product — high density 
polyethylene, linear low density 
polyethylene, ethylene glycol, 
polystyrene, styrene monomer 
and styrene butadiene rubber — 
and two for aromatics—orthoxy¬ 
lene and paiaxylene. 


PS. 

a* 

* 



A major petrochemical plant in Saudi Arabia which hired Kuwait to follow suit. 


KUWAIT (AP) — Finance 
Minister Jassem AJ Kborafi has 
stressed the need for the Gulfs 
economic institutions to become 
more competitive in world finan¬ 
cial markets. 

“The point at stake is to what 
extent our local financial institu¬ 
tions are prepared and able to 
offer their financial services at 
competitive prices on the local 
market,” he said in an address to 
about 400 Western and Gulf eco¬ 
nomists. 

Khorafi said that bolstering the 
competitiveness of Gulf institu¬ 
tions “places huge burdens on the 
shoulders of the executives. I 
warn against some fallacies 
arguing that financial abundance 
or the pumping of public money 
is the way for national institutions 
to enhance their competitive¬ 
ness,” he said. 

Kborafi was- opening a three- 
day conference on “globalisation 
of financial markets and its im¬ 
pact on the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) countries.” 

It groups Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, Oman 
and the United Arab Emirates. 
They formed the GCC in 1981 by- 
work toward a common market. 

The chairman of the organising 
committee. Modi A1 Homoud, 
told the Associated Press: “It has 
become imperative for us to ac¬ 
quaint ourselves with the new 
trends in world markets and ex¬ 
amine their impact on the GCC 
markets.” 

Homoud, dean of the faculty of 
economics at Kuwait University, 
told the conference: “The open 
economies of the GCC countries 
have been vitally affected by de¬ 
velopments on the world mar¬ 
kets... integrated into the global 


Study forecasts shift 
in female employment 


GENEVA (AP) — An Interna¬ 
tional Labour Organisation study 
has forecast that more than a 
billion women will be economi¬ 
cally active by the year 2000 with 
a growing majority taking jobs in 
services and industry. 

The 127-page study also says 
that the North-South gap in pros¬ 
pects for equality of sexes in 
employment opportunities has 
widened. 

It estimated that in tbe Third 
World, tbe female share of the 
economically active population 
was expected to remain at 34 per 
cent at the dawn of the next 
century, unchanged since 1950. 

In black Africa, tbe share may 
even decline from 42 per cent to 
37 per cent if present trends 
continue, the study said. 

This compares with a projected 
rise in the women’s share in the 


industrialised countries’ work 
force from 37 to 41 per cent 
during the five decades. 

The shift in female employ¬ 
ment from agriculture to industry 
and services was most marked 
.again in the industrialised coun¬ 
tries where only eight per cent 
were still expected to do farm 
work in 2000 compared with 47 
per cent in 1950. 

A similar, though less pro¬ 
nounced trend was forecast in the 
study for women in the Third 
World whose share in agriculture 
was projected to decline from 87 
to 57 pier cent. 

By 1980, 58 per cent of the 
women in industrialised countries 
were employed in services and 
about 20 per cent in industry, 
according to the study. It said 
that services will absorb an even 
bigger share by the year 2000. 



Jordanian and Saadi officials 
Sunday (Petra photo). 


iHotk bgater al relations during the first day of talks opened 


Jordan, S. Arabia praise ties 


‘Officials make Soviet 
cooperatives pay bribes’ 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet coop¬ 
eratives, under fire in the parlia¬ 
ment and on the streets for 
alleged speculation, are facing a 
fresh assault from corrupt offi¬ 
cials who routinely demand big 
bribes, a Moscow newspaper has 
reported. 

The newspaper Moskovskaya 
Pravda said bribes were worked 
out on a sliding scale and showed 
exactly how much bad to be paid 
under the table to open a coop¬ 
erative in the capital. 

“It is well known that without 


economy, they cannot escape bribes today you cannot get die 
from changes m monetary poli- necessary permission or premis- 
des of the major nations.” es.” it said. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



The of die required bribe 
increases with the desirability of 
the location, with one square 
metre of space miming at be¬ 
tween 300-500 roubles ($480 to 
$800), it said. 

“And who takes these bribes? 
responsible officials, frequently 
communists," it noted. 

The city prosecutor told tbe 
newspaper 18 separate depart¬ 
ments supervised the 13,000 reg¬ 
istered city cooperatives and for 
the most part they did nothing 
but hinde r them. 

An outspoken weekly, Moscow 
News has published a series of 
letters and comnpentaries denying 
charges that cooperatives, which 
provide goods and services rarely 
available in tbe state sector, were 
to blame for the plight of the 
Soviet consumer. 

The Soviet parliament is pre¬ 
legislation that would give 


coops, seen by some leading eco¬ 
nomists as the best hope to pull 
tbe economy out of its doldrums. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of 
Industry and Trade Secretary- 
General Mohammed A1 Saqqaf 
and the Saudi under-secretary of 
the Ministry of Finance and 
-National Economy for Interna¬ 
tional Economic Cooperation 
Affairs Usama Jaafar Faqih co¬ 
chaired the Joint Jordanian-Saudi 
Economic Committee meetings 
which started here Sunday. 

Addressing the opening ses¬ 
sion, Saqqaf voiced gratitude for 
the Saudi government’s positions 
towards Jordan. Saqqaf pointed 
out that honourable Saudi stands 
towards Jordan have been re¬ 
flected in the financial support it 
gave to Jordan during the difficult 
economic situations which 
affected Jordan recently. 

Such support had positive im¬ 
pact on Jordan and helped it 
overcome the difficult situation, 
he asserted. 

. Saqqaf expressed confidence 
that the meetings wDJ come up 
with positive and fruitful results, 
which will serve the interests of 
both kingdoms. 

Faqih reiterated Saudi Arabia’s 
commitment and its interests in 
developing and strengthening bi¬ 
lateral cooperation until Jordan 
and noted that the committee’s 
meetings in Amman seek to bols¬ 
ter the brotherly relations ex¬ 
isting between the two countries. 


Faqih said that the Saudi sup¬ 
port to Jordan reflects its pan- 
Arab duty towards Jordan, with 
which^we maintain brotherly re¬ 
lations.”. . 

He voiced appreciation for the 
committee's achievements and 
said that they look forward to 
farther strengthening of benefits. 

He referred to the establish¬ 
ment of the Joint Saudi-Jordnian 
Industrial" and Agricultural In¬ 
vestments Company and said that 
Saudi Arabia has provided all the 


necessary support for this com¬ 
pany to help it achieve its objec¬ 
tives. 

He praised Jordan's develop¬ 
ment’ experience and said ft was 
the symbol of our pride in the 
Arab region. 

The committee will discuss 
over three days means of enhano- 


ity of concluding 
agreement. 


OAPEC urges deeper 
look for more oil 

ABU DHABI (R) — A leading Arab oil official has urged Arab 
countries, already sitting on more than 60 per cent of world’s 
reserves, to explore deep formations for more oil. 

Abdul Aziz A1 Wattari, secretary general of Organisation of Arab 
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OAPEC), said they should import 
advanced knowhow to reach depths not yet explored. 

“We believe that prospecting in deep formations (in Arab 
countries) constitutes an essential part of exploration efforts aiiy^ at 
enhancing future energy resources,” he told a se min ar on prospects 
of hunting oil in deep geological layers. 

Wattan said oil had been discovered in formations deeper than 
6,000 metres in several areas outside the Arab World, adding: “We 
should not assume that deeper formations bear only gas.” 

Delegates to the seminar in Abu Dhabi said Arab countries 
produced oil from formations which were on avera ge less than 3 000 
metres down. 7 


“I must be getting old. I’ve stopped 
dreaming about Kim Basinger and 
started dreaming about bran." 


r awcuuu wowu 

329.5 332.8 Italian lira (tor 100) *3-0 

379.1 382.9 Belgian franc (for 10) 156.7 158.3 



by Hariri Arnold and Bob Lot 


Unscramble then tour Jumbles, 
one latter Id each square; to forni 
lour ortSnaiy wottfa. 




Yesterday's 


THAT LONELY GUY 
ROBB EC? A SANK 
JU5T ©O HE C0ULI7 
FEEL THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
fortn the surprise answer, as sug¬ 
gested by the above cartoon. 

mnE 1 

(A nsw er s tomorrow) 

I Jumbles: GOOSE AMUSE SAVORY BUSHEL 
Answer. In these van woi^he Md hie wife who the 
boss was-WotTHE THE BOSS!" . 
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Welsh cut links with S. Africa 


I40W&CW (AP) - Ahti-apar- 
togft-feaders hailed the Welsh 
Union's (WRU) vote to 
laying ties with South Afri- 
.q L^/g yther step toward the 
antadon of that nation 
ifedfShd Saturdy they will push 
.Euitod to take a similar step. 
■’..iiaJke We lsh R ugby Union be* 
cute the first rugby gro u p to 
sever finks with South Africa and 
j& _ag>arthekl policy of racial 
Delegates from the 
mem ber dabs approved a 
by more man a 2-1 


margin Friday night in Port Tal¬ 
bot, Wales. 

• The 276-113 vote reversed a 
derision of five years ago to 
continue finks with South Africa 
and came two months after Welsh 
participation m a tour celebrating 
the centennial of Sooth African 
rcgby spfit the Welsh Rugby 

The resolution said Welsh 
dabs would not participate in 
matches organised by the Sooth 
African rugby board “for as long 
as any rugby player living in the 
Republic of Sooth Africa is the 
victim of racial discrimination 
under the laws of that country.” 

Hie Welsh Rugby Union had 
decided in 1984 to maintain South 
African finks by a vote of 362-60, 
bat this summer's tour led to 
resignations at the WRU and 
threats by sponsors and local gov¬ 
ernments in Wales that they 
would cot off funding tor rugby. 

a “The dubs have looked at the 
situation and decided it was tim^ 
to change,” said WRU president 
Give Rowlands, who resigned for 
seven days in the aftermath of the 
summer tour. "It’s aU right to 
build bridges with South Africa, 
but if bridges are falling down in. 
Wales something must be done 
about it.” 

Anti-apartheid Leader Sam 
Ramsamy, chairman of die Sooth 
African non-rarial Olympic com¬ 
mittee, welcomed the WRU vote 
and said it “will help further the 


isolation of South Africa.” 

“Now our mart step is to influ¬ 
ence all the other rugby unions to 
take similar actions,” Ramsamy 
said. “Now the focus will be on 
England.” 

Players from England, France, 
Scotland, Ireland and Australia 
also participated in this summer’s 
tour of Smith Africa. 

Mike Terry, secretary of the 
anti-apartheid movement, hailed 
the Welsh vote as “Wise, 
courageous and historic” and cal¬ 
led for similar action by rugby 
unions in England and Scotland. 

“This is a decision we have 


been campaigning for over the 
last two decades,” Terry said. 

Neil Kmnock, leader of Eng¬ 
land's opposition Labour Party, 
also expressed his pleasure at toe 
vote but pointed ont that toe 
WRU does not have the power to 
stop visits by individual players to 
South Africa and called cm play¬ 
ers to shim that nation. 

“Players most surely under¬ 
stand that their rights of freedom 
also carry responsibilities of free¬ 
dom and that means that they 
should not give aid and comfort 
to apartheid by playing in South 
Africa,” Kinnock said. 


Karpov maintains lead 


LONDON (AP) — Anatoly Kar¬ 
pov agreed to a 43-move draw 
with fellow Soviet Artur Yusnpov 
in the fourth round of the world 
chess championship candidates’ 
semifinal Saturday and moved 
into a 2-5-1.5 lead. 

In die other semifinal, Jon 
Speelman of England and Jan 
*nmman of the Netherlands 
adjourned after a gruelling six- 
bour round. 

Speelman, playing white, sea¬ 
led his 64th move in a well-known 
endgame position with few 
pieces, which experts said is likely 
to end in a draw. 

But Speelman maintains the 
materia] advantage of a bishop 
for a pawn and be has the option 
to test Timtnan’s defensive tech¬ 
nique over several playing ses¬ 
sions. 

“Speelman should keep play¬ 
ing. This is toe first game where 
he's in the ascendancy,” said 
Andrew Martin, a British inter¬ 
national master. 

After three games, Hmman 
leads 2-1. 

The winner of the candidates' 
cycle will challenge world cham¬ 
pion Gain Kasparov of the Soviet 
Union for h» title in a 24-game 
contest beginning October 1990. 
The winners of the eight-game 
semifinals will face off in the 
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BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
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HANDLE WITH CARE 
Both vulnerable. West deals. 

NORTH 

* Void 
7A2 

0 AK9S62 

* A J 1693 


EA St 
9 Q J »S3 
9 QIM74 
O Q7 
* Q 


Sooth 


5 0 


WEST 

<6 A K 9 ft 6 
9 K63 
0 10 

* S 7 65 

SOOTH 

* 742 
9 915 
O J 5 4 3 

* 842 
The bidding: 

West North East 

19 2 NT 4 9 

Pan 4 NT Pan 

Pan Fan Fan 

Opening lead: Kina of 9 
We are not enchanted with the 
Unusual No Trump convention, 
only because we fed it is more often 
iiri rntM tKgn applied correctly. 
Over an opponent's major suit 
opening b asks partner to bid a 

miiiar . if you are gring to ns® a 

should be itmwd to those bands 
where you are so strong that you are 
dnanriaed to boy the umiDact , or 
so distributional that you are going 
to sacrifice regardless. 

North’s band is per f ect for the 


convention. When East's four- 
spade pr e emp t came bade to him. 
North rid four no trump to force his 
partner to choose a minor suit. 

Against five diamonds, Wen led 
the king of spades. Since there was a 
sure heart loser unless there was a 
very lucky lie of the dub suit, as was 
indeed the case, declarer had to Omit 
his dub losers to one. The best fine 
was to plan to take two finesses. 
Since two entries would be'needed 
for that, d e clare r carefully ruffed 
the first trick with the six. 

The ace and king of 
were cashed, and the thooghlfhDy- 
preserved deuce was overtaken with 
the five. A low dub was kd to the 
nine and queen, and the spade re¬ 
turn was ruffed. Dummy’s last 
trump was overtaken with the jade 
and the eight of dubs was run. 
When that won, a repeat finesse en¬ 
abled declarer to bring in the suit. 

Note that declarer had to retain 
his eight of dubs and lead it for the 
second finesse. If be wastes it on the 
first dub finesse, or does not lead it 
the second time around, he wifi end 
up in dummy after taking the sec¬ 
ond finesse, but since he has no way 
of g—back to hand for mnnthrr 
finesse, the 4-1 break will prove fa¬ 
tal to the contract. 
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1 Stimulus 
5 Saha 
9 Rank mad — 
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19 Utopi a* 

90 Swiss riwr 
21 Unknown gvy 
94 Craw 
2fi Ccfttr 
29 PoRtteUm 


91 Ctom 

92 Tato a tUX 
33 Wscffls 'a 

baau 

94 Hand a raft 

39 Woman” 
37 Mem of quote 

40 Kumaried 

41 lupSosar U — 

42 



46 Nov. and Dac. 

47 CktMe malar 

48 

50 Wrath 
S2 Coteries 
58 WateM nail 
54 -A Baft 
for 

fig End of qt»« 
58 Actor Aten 
64 Coop dP — 

66 Author EntSa 
M Polltieel 
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8 Footed imao 
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5 9a 
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9 Roddy 

10 CWt 

11 Haul 

12 

15 

17 

16 - 

*1 Mm Fanow 

22 Omni rite 
2) Canted ft 
Sotted* ctaba 
25 Worth 

28 SuBarf 
27 Rbatode 

29 Ad — - 
(parttaant) 

30 Zodiac dsn 
81 common 
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84 Ah met tewar 
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40 Mk sp¬ 


as Donee 
48 Saadad 

50 Concapts 

51 Catamarans 

64 Choir votes 

56 Uafc slowly 


56 Topafc**a 
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57 Gun SP> 

58 Apprasaa 
SB Stftei 

M “Raaao* peat 

81 BriUtas wteQ 

82 Voice iota 


final next March. 

A win scores a point and a 
draw a half. 

Playing with the advantage of 
white, Karpov’s cautious play en¬ 
abled Yusnpov to equalise shortly 
after foe opening and even gain a 
small edge in the resulting en¬ 
dgame. 

With only three minutes think¬ 
ing time left for 12 moves, Kar¬ 
pov defended easily and when he 
launched a brief counterattack, 
Yusnpov forced a draw on the 
43rd move. 

Although Karpov retains his 
lead in toe contest, many experts 
have been surprised by lacklustre 
performance in toe first half of 
the contest. 

“Karpov played very insipid¬ 
ly,” said British international 
master David Norwood. 

Kaipov, 38, held toe world title 
for 10 years until he lost to 
Kasparov in 1985 and he was 
widely expected to wipe out 
Yusnpov in toe match. 

Yusnpov held dangerous initia¬ 
tives in toe second and third 
games, but a horrendous blunder 
in toe third let Karpov seize toe 
lead. 

1 fed sony for Yusnpov. He’s 
like a hero, but he’s 
shind in the match,” said 
Jonathan Tisdall, an international 
master who is Speelman's chief 
second. 

The closely contested encoun¬ 
ter between Speelman and Tun- 
man featured a complicated 
struggle with the advantage 
switching throughout toe game. 

In the adjourned position, 
Speelman has a rook and a 
bishop, and Timman a rook and 
pawn. 

If either match ends in a 4-4 tie, 
two farther games will be played, 
followed if necessary by sudden 
death tiebreakers at increasingly 
high speeds. 

The fifth round is scheduled for 
Sunday with toe sixth Tuesday. 
Hay in the adjourned game is 
scheduled to resume Monday, 
even though that means toe 
fourth will not be completed until 
after toe fifth is played. 



Miroslav Medr 


Lendl beats Mecir, 
wins Stuttgart Classic 


STUTTGART (AP) — Ivan 
Lendl overcome a troublesome 
first serve Saturday to beat Olym¬ 
pic champion Miroslav Mecir, a 
fellow Czech, in five sets in the 
final of toe $350,000 Stuttgart 
Classic tennis tournament. 

Lendl, the world’s top ranked 
men’s player, easily won toe first 
set, 6-3, after twice breaking 
Moor’s serve. 

But when Lendl started missing 
his first saves, Medr took advan¬ 
tage to break him in toe first 
game of the second set He then 
held on to win the set, 6-4. 

The third set was nearly a 
repeat of toe second, with Lendl 
struggling and Medr changing 
speed and playing steadily to win 
again, 6-4. 

But in toe fourth set, Lendl’s 
serve and returns starting hitting 


the mark, and be won easily, 6-1. 

In toe final set, Medr dropped 
his serve in the first game, and 
Lendl quickly moved ahead to 
2 - 0 . 

Medr, who won the Stuttgart 
Classic last year, fought hard to 
beat back Lendl and overcame six 
deuces in the third game to make 
it 2-1. 

Both men held serve for the 
remainder of play, with Lendl 
slapping a final backhand, cross- 
court shot that Medr could not 
reach to win, 64, and end the 
match after 3 hours and 14 mi¬ 
nutes. 

Lendl takes borne $100,000 as 
winner of the tournament, and 
Medr gets 60,000. 

Some 6,500 fans watched the 
finals at Stuttgart’s Hans-Martm 
Schleyer Hall. 


Gilbert defeats Brown 


ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 
Top-seeded Brad Gilbert defe¬ 
ated unseeded Jimmy Brown in 
straight sets Saturday night to 
face second-seeded Andre Agassi 
in toe final of the $415,000 
Prudential-Bache Securities ten¬ 
nis dassic. 

Gilbert. 28, of the U.S., waited 
out a two-hour rain delay, then 
took only 1 hour and 10 minutes 
to beat Brown, of Largo, 6-3,6-1. 

Gilbert broke Brown in the 
fourth game of the match with' a 
running backhand passing shot, 
and then quickly moved to a 5-1 
advantage. Brown perked up 
briefly, saving four set points and 
holding his own serve to 3-5. 

But Gilbert quickly bounced 
back to clinch the match by win¬ 
ning seven of toe next eight 
games. 

Earlier, Agassi beat fifth- 
seeded Jaime Yzaga of Peru 6-1, 
6=1 in less than an hour to move 
into the final. 

Agassi, 19, of the U.S., won 20 
of the first 26 points to grab a 5-0 
lead and capture the fast set in 
only 24 minutes. 

After a brief rain delay, toe 
fireworks began daring toe open¬ 


ing game of the second set, when 
chair umpire David Littlefield 
gave Agassi a warning for an 
audible obscenity. Moments la¬ 
ter, after dropping his service, 
Yzaga received .a warning for 
slamming his racket on to the 
court. 

While serving at 3-0, love-30, 
Agassi became incensed when 
Kttlefield belatedly overruled a 
tinesperson’s call, depriving him 
of a service ace. Agassi disputed 
the call and was assessed a penal¬ 
ty point for unsportsmanlike con¬ 
duct. 

“If there’s one thing an umpire 
shouldn’t make a mistake on is 
toe rules,” Agassi said later, “and 
that’s exactly what he did.” 

When the match ended, Agassi 
climbed up on the umpire’s chair 
and hugged Kttlefield to the de¬ 
light of toe near-sellout crowd. 

Afterward, Eduardo Menga, 
the/men’s tennis council super¬ 
visor of officials, announced that 
Agassi had been -fined $500 for 
the audible obscenity, adding that 
Agassi had been privately warned 
following his Friday night quar¬ 
terfinal victory over David 
Wheaton. 


WOMEN’S FEDERATION CUP: 

U.S. in final against Spain 


TOKYO (R) — Martina Navrati¬ 
lova survived a fierce challenge 
from Czechoslovak Helena Soko¬ 
va to lead top-seeded United 
States to a 2-0 victory Sunday and 
power them into the finals of the 
Federation Cap women’s team 
tennis cham pionship. 

The veteran U.S. team, going 
for a record 13th cup win, will do 
battle in toe final with toe young 
but gifted Spanish second seeds 
who eliminated Australia to earn 
their country a first shot at the 
most coveted team trophy in 
women’s tennis. 

Both doubles matches were 
cancelled due to rain but by that 
time both Spain and toe United 
States had taken unbeatable 2-0 
leads. 

Chris Evert, highly-charged 
during her last appearance wear¬ 
ing the “stars and stripes” skirt of 
toe United States, drew first 
blood against defending cham¬ 
pions and third seeds Czechoslo¬ 
vakia with a workmanlike, des¬ 
truction of off-fonn Jana Novot¬ 
na 6-2, 6-3. 

But Navratilova, ranked num¬ 
ber two in the world, lost the first 
set and bad to survive a break 
point in the third to prevail over 
eighth-ranked Sukova 4-6, 6-1, 
6-4 in one hour and 31 minutes. 

The win avenged two consecu¬ 
tive defeats by Sukova and held 
added poignance because until 
she became a U.S. citizen in 1981 
Navratilova had played Federa¬ 
tion Cup tournaments for her 
native Chechoslovakia. 

Sukova hit five aces and five 
double faults, three more of each 
than Navratilova. 

Both played exciting serve- 
and-volley tennis but While Suko¬ 
va relied almost entirely on pow¬ 
er, Navratilova peppered her 
game with some-gentle drop 
shots. 

Her fabled athleticism also 
worked in her favour. 

“I just beat her to the net a few 
times,” said Navratilova. “Hele¬ 
na served very well. It was either 
her serve or the next ground- 
stroke that gave me trouble.” 

Sukova squandered a chance 
by ploughing a weak forehand 
into the net to forfeit a break 
point in the seventh game of the 
deciding set. Navratilova then let 
fly a scream of determination and 
went on to save the game. 

With Sukova serving at 4-5 
down, toe American charged to 
toe net three times and pulled off 
graceful volleys to give herself 
two match points. 

Sukova saved one but then 
crumpled, skewing a backhand 
into toe net to lose the match. 

“I chipped and charged three 
times in succession and it work¬ 
ed,” said Navratilova. 

Sukova said a thigh muscle she 


WANTED 

Capable of operating word processor, and must have 
good command of the English language. 

Please send C.V. to P.O. Box 950389 


FOR RENT 

A studio for rent in Abdoun, fully equipped kitchen. 


For more Information required, please contact. 
Miss Abeer at phone no. 666148/666170, from 4-6 
m., for 3 days a week (Monday, Wednesday, 
ursday). 


ft: 



Martina Navratilova 

pulled during the third set ham¬ 
pered her agility. 

Navratilova’s first set loss was 
the only one the highly fancied 
U.S. team has suffered in their 
march to the final. Bnt they were 
taking nothing for granted about 
their clash with Spain. 

“It will be tough,” said Evert, 
competing in her ninth and final 
Federation Cup before she re¬ 
tires. 

“The two singles could go 
either way, but I feel most confi¬ 
dent of toe doubles.” 

Spain’s 17-year-old prodigies, 
French Open champion Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario and Conchita 
Martinez have lost all their pre¬ 
vious encounters with Navratilo¬ 
va and Evert. 


But on Sunday toe Spaniards 
showed why they have been 
seeded second. Sanchez Vicario 
was in devastating form in the 
first set of her 6-1, 4-6, 6-2 win 
over unseeded Australia’s Anne 
Vfinter. 

“I played very well in the first 
set but lost a little concentration 
in toe second,” said Spain’s num¬ 
ber one. “But I was always in 
control of toe game.” 

Martinez, ranked 10th in the 
world, did not drop her serve 
once in her 6-3, 6-2 win over 
Australia's Elizabeth Smylie. 

She played a brand of accurate 
and composed baseline tennis 
that might have been taught by 
34-year-old Evert, her rival in 
Monday's final. 



CAR FOR SALE 

1981 CHEVEROLETE IMPALA. Duty paid. Bids 
oniy. 

Car can be seen between 3-5 p.m. at the 
Housing Bank Complex parking lot on 
Monday and Tuesday of this week. 


FOR SALE 

By method of sealed bid one (1) unserviceable car. The above 
car is available for inspection and bidding at the American 
Embassy parking lot 3rd Circle, near Jordan Intercon. Hotel, 
Monday 9 and Tuesday 10 October 1989. 

Hours are 10.00 am. to 11.00 a.m. each day. 

Refundable 20% cash deposit required on all bids. 






FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A deluxe furnished apartment in a quiet location between the 3rd 
and 4th Circle, Jabal Amman. Consists of 3 bedrooms, big salon 
and dining-room, big family & T.V. room, all carpeted, big 
kitchen with panoramic view, glassed-in veranda, two bath¬ 
rooms, centrally heated, with separate telephone. 

For more Information please cal! Tel: 842643. 


FOR SALE 

By sealed bid, used furniture, appliances, office equipment, etc. 

At the American Embassy Warehouse, 7th Circle, on October 
10th and 11th, 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Refundable 20% deposit 
on all bids is required. 

For Information please call 813866 




• 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Ground floor with new furniture consists of 3 bedrooms, 
salon, dining, sitting, surrounded by a garden,, fully 
equipped kitchen. 

Location: 5th Circle — towards Wadi Saqra Street. 

Call tel: 642347 


FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

— Two bedroom flat and one bedroom penthouse, fully 
furnished. 

— Location: Behind Al Ra’i newspaper building- 

University Road. 

If Interested please call Tel.: 666642. 


E. Germans beat Soviets 


EAST BERLIN (R) — East Ger¬ 
many beat the Soviet Union 2-1 
Sunday, keeping alive their 
World Cup qualifying hoeps with 
a two-goal burst in toe final 10 
minutes. 

Gennady Litovchenko seemed 
to have sealed East Germany’s 
doom and the Soviet Union’s 
place in next year’s finals with a* 
cracking volley from the edge of 
the penalty area 12 minutes from 
toe end of toe match after Oleg 
Protasov had crossed from toe 
right. 

But just two minutes later 
Andreas Thom lambed on to a 
cross fumbled by Soviet goal¬ 
keeper Viktor Chanov and 
headed it into the top corner erf 
tiie net. 

East Germany, sensing a 
chance of survival, surged for¬ 
ward as the Soviet team pulled 
back in toe-hope of salvaging the 
point they needed to qualify. 

Eight minutes from time Matth¬ 
ias Sammer collected a comer 


from toe right and, with the 
Soviet defence in chaos, smashed 
the ball into the net from 20 
metres with Chanov unsighted. 

It was only the fourth East 
German victory against the 
Soviet Union in 17 matches. 


MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh. 
Abdourv and many other 
location^. 

For more information 
please call 
. Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 


WANTED 

Junior Electrical Engineer with 2 to 3 years 
experience in building construction. 

Phone: 822474/5/6 


m 




Wt Are Going International At The 
Ranch 

COME & ENJOY OUR INTERNATIONAL 

MENU FEATURING: 

•TOP QUALITY AMERICAN STEAKS 
•APPETIZING SEAFOOD 
•TRADITIONAL ITALIAN CUISINE 
AND MUCH, MUCH MORE„ 


Ow Aim.. Jontaolan Anfa Hoaptatty 


U^J=>JJ]Qv9=ili 
The Fhlodelphb 


■NIEWMnONAL 


Tof Genoa Airman. 


FOR RENT 

Studio -fr One bedroom ☆ Two bedrooms. 

Fully furnished, central heating and telephone. 
Location: Jabal Amman, between 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Tel. 641443 - 642351 






EQUALIZER 

coming soon 

CRY FREEDOM 


Pe if ora m oocs: 3JO. 6JO. 8J0. 10J0 pjn. 



“ 6TO20N | S 3 &&WM Tel: 675571X x c,neraa 


Tel: 67557lS, 


STEVEN SPIELBERG AND 
WALT DISNEY STUDIOS 
Present 

who framed 
ROGER RABBIT 



V \ 


Shows 3:30, &30, &30, lfc30 


Tel: 677420 




SUMMER 

JOB 


/ \ 



Shows: 12:30, 3JO. 5:15, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 






















































































East German leader Erich Hooecker accompanied 
by Soviet soldiers at a wreath-faying ceremony 


Thursday to mark fbe 40th 
German state. 


of the East 


ends in street battles 


EAST BERLIN (Agencies) — Hundreds were de¬ 
tained and dozens injured when East Germans 
ended the country’s 40th anniversary celebrations 
by taking to the Greets to demand political reforms 
in the largest protest since 1953. 


Authorities blamed Western 
oews media and “hooligans" for 
provoking unrest in several cities 
of the hardline communist state 
Saturday night. 

Riot police supported by jack- 
booted troops from the state 
security ministry battled 
thousands of protesters in the 
country's biggest upsurge of poli- 
ticalunrest since a workers’ upris¬ 
ing against communist domina¬ 
tion 36 years ago. 

Thousands took to the streets 
to demand help from visiting 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev. Saturday was the state’s 
40th birthday. 

Protestant church sources told 
Reuters that riot squads and elite 
Security Ministry troops detained 
opto 700 demonstrators during 
clashes in East Berlin through the 
night well into early Sunday. 

Between 80 and 100 people 
were injured, according to Reu¬ 
ters. 

Other witnesses quoted by the 
AP, including Associated Press 
reporters covering the demon¬ 
strations Saturday, estimated that 
police may have arrested as many 
as 1.000 people in East Berlin 
alone. 

Peter Miller, a reporter for the 
Sunday Tunes of London, said he 
was detained for six hours Sunday 
before being released and 
ordered to leave the country. He 
estimated that about 1,000 de¬ 
monstrators were being held at 
the East Berlin jail where he was 
taken. 

Reuter sources had no immedi¬ 
ate details on casualties or deten¬ 


tions from Leipzig, Dresden, 
Potsdam and Magadebuig where 
there were similar protests with 
people chanting M We want to 
stay, we want reforms" and Gor- 
by, Gorby.” 

Many sang “Happy birthday 
police state” and chanted “now or 
never.” 


East Germany’s response to 
the spontaneous outpourings of 
frustration at its hardline policies 
was to accuse “hooligans” of 
trying to disturb street parties, 
acting in cahoots with Western 
media in town to cover the 


anniversary. 

“In the evening hours of Oct. 
7. trouble-makers tried to disturb 
the people’s celebrations for the 
40th anniversary of the GDR 
(East Germany),” the official 
ADN news agency said. “In 
cooperation with Western news 
media, they b3nded together in 
the Alexanderplatz (East Berlin's 
main square) and nearby areas 
and called out slogans against the 
republic.” 

“Only through the level¬ 
headedness of the security forces 
and of those taking part in street 
festivals was it possible to prevent 
the intended provocations de¬ 
veloping,” ADN said in an eight¬ 
line report on the biggest protests 
seen since the failed workers’ 
uprising in June, 1953. 

The unrest at the end of the 
Oct. 7 anniversary and a visit by 
Gorbachev plunged East Berlin’s 
ageing communist leaders deeper 
into crisis. Thet are already con¬ 
fronted by the largest exodus of 
their citizens since 1961, with 


450,000 leaving in the past month 
alone. 

Eyewitnesses said police in 
Dresden, which experienced its 
fourth night of demonstrations, 
fired teargas and used watercan- 
non to disperse over 5,000 protes¬ 
ters who marched through the 
elegant city on the river Elbe. 

In Leipzig some police shoul¬ 
dered submachine-guns while 
others chased demonstrators with 
truncheons. 

East Berlin's demonstration 
grew suddenly Saturday after¬ 
noon after about 150 youngsters 
began shouting “freedom, free¬ 
dom” on die central Alexander 
square where the authorities had 
set up stalls and dance-arenas for 
anniversary celeberations. 

More and more people joined 
in as the protesters set off to the 
nearby Palace of the Republic, a 
cavernous smoked-glass and mar¬ 
ble building where Gorbachev 
attended a reception with East 
German leader Erich Honecker 
and other diginatries. 

Police quickly sealed off access 
and people chanted for Gor¬ 
bachev to help them, called for 
reforms and screamed “stasi 
(security police) out” and “police 
out.” 

But Gorbachev failed to 
appear in public again and left for 
Moscow. 

Demonstrators, by this stage 
over 5,000, filled the main street 
heading away from the palace out 
of town towards the Gethsemane 
church, scene of a round-the- 
clock vigil for detainees from 
previous protests in Leipzig and 
elsewhere. 

As some of the crowd drifted 
away, police sealed off streets in 
the crumbling Prenzlauer Berg 
district, called in the State Secur¬ 
ity Ministry troops and volunteer 
workers' miliria and brought up 
trucks with wide barriers. 


Hungarians dump communism 


BUDAPEST (R) — In a move 
unprecedented in the hisfoiy of 
communism, Hungary's ruling 
party has voted itself out of exist- 
-ence ami created a socialist party 
pledged to Western-style demo- * 
cm?. 

A large majority of nearly 
1,300 delegates voted for the 
move late Saturday, the second 
day of an extraordinary Com¬ 
munist Party congress. 

“An era has come to end," 
Janos Barabas, senior ideologist 
of the defunct party, told a news 
conference. “The party-state has 
come to end.” 

The Communists took power in 
Hungary in die late 1940s and 
survived a Moody uprising in 
October and November 1956 
which was quelled by Soviet 


tanks. The party was led from’ 
then until May 1988 by Janos 
Kadar, who dial last July... 

Only 159 delegates voted 
agains t the call by party President 
Rezso Nyeis to dump more than 
40 years of Mprasm^ T enini s m . 

Opponents included Karoly 
Grosz, who launched Hungary's 
current wave of reform by ousting 

Kadar but has been swept away m 

the tide. 

But Nyers, who took over the 
l ea d er shi p from Grosz in June, 
managed to avoid a major split 
believed to be on the cards by 
stressing the need for unity at a 
sensitive time of transition to 
democracy. 

Parliament is due to pass laws 
this month legalising non-Com- 
m iims t parlies in preparation for 


Colombo inches 


towards peace 


COLOMBO (R) — The govern¬ 
ment and the main opposition 
group have moved closer towards 
a solution to Sri'Lanka’s bloody 
political violence, official sources 
said. 

They described as a step for¬ 
ward a four-point peace plan 
which emerged at talks between 
President Ranasmghe Premadasa 
and opposition leader Sirima 
Ban daranaike 

“They have come much doser. 
It shows a considerable degree of 
agreement. IPs a good sign,'’ said 
an official who was present at die 
talks. 


of the majority Sinhalese com¬ 
munity, boycotted last mo nth's 
first session of an all-party confer¬ 
ence convened by Pre madas a to 
seek a peace formula. 

A conference source said the 
four-point {dan would be placed 
before the second session next 
Thursday which is expected to be 
attended by more than 20 politic¬ 
al parties. The front has also becn 
invited. 


E. German anniversary 


A statement from the presi¬ 
dent’s office’ Saturday said the 
two leaders agreed to consider 
the four steps subject to ratifica¬ 
tion by all political parties. 

The plan calls for consensus on 
ways of restoring peace, a re¬ 
ferendum on the island’ presiden¬ 
tial system, an i nte ri m adminis¬ 
tration including all parties and 
agreement on the administra¬ 
tion's programme. 


The two leaders met as part of 
a process of consultations which 
Premadasa has launched with all 
political parties in a bid to end 
violence winch has killed more 
than 5,000 people in the past two 
years. 

The response of the rebel Peo¬ 
ple’s Liberation Front, blamed 
for the violence in its attempt to 
topple the government, remained 
uncertain. 

The front, supported by youths 


Bomb kills Ulster officer, 
28 held in secret raid 


BELFAST (R) — A Northern 
Ireland policeman was killed and 
his wife seriously injured Sunday 
when a booby-trap bomb ex¬ 
ploded under their car. 

Meanwhile police arrested 28 
members of the locally recruited 
and mainiy- Fro testant Ulster De¬ 
fence Regiment (UDR) in probe 
into the leaking of intelligence 
files. 

The policeman was killed in¬ 
stantly when the bomb exploded 
in Lisburn, the town that is the 
headquarters of the British army 
in Northern Irleand. 

He was the fifth policeman 
killed this year in the province 
where Irish Republican Army 
(IRA) guerrillas are battling to 
oust Britain. 

In dawn raids across Belfast, 
300 policemen swooped to arrest 
the 28 UDR soldiers and seize 
ammunition and photo montages 
of IRA suspects that may have 
been leaked to Protestant killer 


gangs. 

John Stevens, bead of a 17-man 
team of detectives probing a 
string of security leaks, confirmed 
they were all arrested as part erf 
his investigation. 

The leaks have deeply embar¬ 
rassed Britain and angered the 
Dublin government which is call¬ 
ing for major reforms in the UDR 


Air force bombers seek ‘top gun* honour 


By Robert Macy 

The Associated Press 


INDIAN SPRINGS, Nevada 
— The world's top jet fighter 
pilots are bombing and strafing 
targets on a bleak desert range, 
not in training for the next war, 
but in a competition for the 
coveted honour of "top gun-” 

At “Gunsmoke *89,” a kind 
of championship for attack 
plane pilots from around the 
globe, the competition is un¬ 
folding this month during two 
weeks of daily simulated air 
attacks in two valleys 65 
kilometres northwest of Las 
Vegas. 

The biennial exercise at the 
sprawling Nellis Air Force base 
bombing and Gunnery range 
draws the cream of the U.S. air 
force pilots and crews who have 
won regional competitions at 


U.S. bases abroad. 

This year’s competitors in¬ 
clude teams from West Ger¬ 
many, Japan, the Philippines 
and Britain. 

As smoke billowed from 
dummy bombs crashing around 
an old tank being used as a 
target Friday, Bud Williams ex¬ 
plained the drill to visiting re¬ 
porters. 

Inside the cockpit of a fighter 
jet, computers tell the pilot 
when and where to drop his 
bombs, but the man at the 
controls still has to push the 
“pickle button” that releases 


metres, then dives towards a 
speck of a target. 

The pilot has to concentrate 
on the degree of the dive, the 
location of the target, the speed 
of his plane, wind and other 
factors. 


year-old competition has a per¬ 
fect safety record. 


While focused on the target 
and the precise second to pres 
the “pickle button” — whose 
nickname is part of the arcane 
jargon of the flight world—the 
pilot must also “fly stable so the 
radar can get an accurate look 
at the target,” Williams ex¬ 
plained. 


A pilot’s concentration on his 


The red button that releases 
the bombs is just one of the 
pilot's many concerns as he 
flashes 60 metres above the 
desert floor at 643 kilometres 
per hour, pops up to 300 


\. £ -. LJjv-'- Cl pilots 

flying the craft into the 
ground,'* Williams said. “The 
result of target fixation is often 
death.” 

While accidents are a hazard 
of military practice, the eight- 


“We’ve never lost a crew 
member or an aircraft,” Wil¬ 
liams said as an F-16 fighting 
Falcon roared over head, b ank- 
ing sharply after dropping a 
bomb on a target half a mile 
(kilometre) away. 

The dummy bombs provide 
only a flash of fire and a puff of 
smoke, leaving the target — 
an ageing tank — chaired but 
reusable. The real thing would 
be a different story. 

“A 500-pound (226-kilog- 
ramme) bomb would scatter 
fragmentation for 3,000 feet 
(914 metres)," Williams said. 
“It would have a good kill 
radius of 300 feet (91 metres)." 

On Friday, F-16 units from 
McEntire Air National Guard 
Base, South Carolina and Hill 
Air Force Base, Utah, com¬ 


peted on the desert range, 
along with A-lOs from Bent- 
waters, Britain. 

After the bombing competition, 
the planes swept back through 
the valley, zeroing in on 7.6- 
metre square doth targets strung 
across the desert floor. 

The valley echoed with the 
ear-piercing chatter of the 20- 
mm ami 30-mm sheik as pilots 
squeezed off bursts of gunfire 
from cannons that fire 4,200 
rounds a minute. 

Pilots fly seven days during 
the two-week event, which ends 
Ocl 14 and includes competi¬ 
tions among teams who load 
the weapons and maintain the 
planes. 

There is even a competition 
to see which pilot lands closest 
to his designated arrival time at 
Nellis. Six flights arrived within 
(me second of their designated 
time] Oct. 1. 


“We consider the all-party con¬ 
ference as a victory,” Premadasa 
told a meeting of his ruling Un¬ 
ited National Party Saturday. 

“It has brought together par¬ 
ties which opposed us at the last 
elections. They have come 
together to save the country from 
the present catastrophe,” he said. 

About 30 killings are reported 
a day in Sri I anka The killings 
are attributed to the front and 
pro-government death squads. 


The bodies of 21 young 
Sinhalese men were found Sun¬ 
day at a fifth-century fort that is 
one of the island’s most popular 
tourist spots, police said. 

A police official said the bodies 
were found in gardens at the foot 
erf the 180-metre-high lion Rode, 
on wtticta the red sandstone Sigjr- 
iya Fort is buflt. 

Sigiriya is 150 kilometres 
northeast of Colombo. 

The victims are believed to be 
Sinhalese extremists killed by 
pro-government vigilante groups, 
the official said. He said the 
killin gs could be in retaliation for 


multi-party elections By the mid¬ 
dle of next year, the first since 
1947. 

Nyers, a 66-year-old former 
social democrat once dropped 
from the leadership by Kadar 
b ec au se he poshed the reformist 
hue, is virtually certain . to be 
elected president of the new 
Hungarian Socialist Party in a- 
vote expected Monday. 

Delegates were Sunday debat¬ 
ing the new party’s programme, 
which will include a commitment 
to a mixed economy and demo¬ 
cracy both inside and outside the 
party. 

“The foundation of the new 
.party is an act of crucial import¬ 
ance for Hungarian democracy, 
c o n stituti o nalit y and the continui¬ 


ty of socialism. It is a progressive 
historical step that every socialist 
should support,” Nyeis said. 

Nyers appealed to Hungary’s 
imposition groups K) cooperate 
with him as the country .moved 
away from a one-party system. 

The opposition movements, 
though relatively small and inex¬ 
perienced, stunned the Commun^ 
tsts by winning four by-elections 
this year. Polls suggested the old 
party stood tittle chance of win¬ 
ning a majority, in next -year's 
elections. 

Some opposition activists sug¬ 
gested before Saturday’s vote 
that the new party might be little 
more than toe old party with a 
new on its door unless it 
dropped a large number of con¬ 
servative dfehaids- 



Coyotes in New York 


because the north’s Catholic 
Nationalist minority has lost con¬ 
fidence in the security forces. 

Two UDR soldiers were 
charged last month with the mur¬ 
der of a Catholic identified in 
stolen intelligence files as an IRA 
suspect 

The policeman’s death fol¬ 
lowed a night of sporadic violence 
that suddenly erupted across 
Northern Irleand. 

Eleven people > were arrested 
and a soldier and two policemen 
were injured in a string of attacks 
on British security forces and 
some of the worst rioting seen in 
Northern Ireland this year. 

Cars were hijacked and set 
ablaze in Belfast, a van full of 
mortar bombs was seized by 
police in Londonderry and two 
policemen were injured breaking 
up a crowd at a border bar in 
Belleek. 

Elderly patients had to be 
evacuated from a Londonderry 
hospital when army bomb dispos¬ 
al experts moved in to defuse the 
van full of mortar bombs. One 
soldier was injured when one of 
the detonators went off. 

“The driving of a van carrying 
explosives through a'densely built 
up area shows the terrorists’ total 
disregard for human life," a 
police spokesman said. 


Two Tamil boys (fistributing leaflets of Tamil rebel groups in northern 


Sri Lanka 


an attack on an army convoy in 
the region Friday, in which two 
soldiers were killed. 

Sinhalese extremists were 
blamed for the convoy attack. 

The victims found at the fort 
were shot and killed and some 


bodies were later decapitated, the 
official said. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Philippine Muslim leaders reject ‘autonomy 1 


ZAMBOANGA (R) — Muslim religious leaders ended a two-day 
convention in Zamboanga Sunday with a call to reject the 
government’s offer of autonomy for 13 southern Philippine 
provinces. The 200 leaders passed a resolution denouncing the 
offer a day after the army published a list of 127 towns and five 


cities “hot sports” for the Nov. 19 autonomy plebiscite. President 
Corazon Aquino offered the autonomy plan for 13 provinces with 
mixed Christian and Muslim populations in hopes of ending 
Muslim unrest on Mindanao Island, where a separatist war in die 
1970s killed more than 50,000 people. 


Pilot killed in Indian air show 


NEW DELHI (R) — An Indian jet fighter pilot was lolled and at 
least seven people injured Sunday when his Mirage 2000 crashed in 
a huge ball of yellow flame during an air force display. Witnesses 
said the pilot was performing solo aerobatics in the French-built jet 
when he failed to pull out erf a vertical loop and plunged into the 
ground in the military area of Delhi airport. The fireball came 
within about 100 metres of where junior air force officers and their 
families were sitting with some 4,000 other spectators, sending 
people fleeing in panic. ./ • 


Dutch police launch new anti-virus disk 


AMSTERDAM (R) — An embarrased Hague police department 
and a piqued Duteb university have launched a new computer disk 
to combat a “virus” pruned to wipe out thousands of personal 
computer memories Friday Oct. 13. The new disk supercedes one 
put on sale by the Hague police Tuesday amid a massive publicity 
campaign. Rotterdam’s Erasmus University, which created the 
anti-virus software, claims not only that it was copied and sold 
without permission, but that staff were bombarded with complaints 
because the programme was incomplete. A Hauge police spokes¬ 
man said they regretted the incident. Computer experts said in the 
Netherlands alone 100,000 personal computers, around 10 per cent 
of the total, had contracted the data-crime Q virus programmed to 
sabotage computer memories, destroying everything stored on 
them. 


Thousands march in Washington 


WASHINGTON (R)—Tens of thousands marched on the Capitol 
Saturday to demand affordable housing and protest deep cuts in 
federal housing programmes which organisers blamed for the 
growing U.S. homeless problem. “Millions of people living on the 
streets of the wealthiest county on earth is wrong,” said Mitch 
Snyder, veteran homeless activist who runs a shelter three blocks 
from the Capitol. March organisers said about 200,000 people 
swelled through the parks and monuments of Washington to rally 
at die steps of the Capitol. U.S. park police put the number at 
40,000. “We will not rest until every child, every family, has a 
decent home and a living wage,” declared Coretta Scott Kmg wife 
of slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King. 


Argentine president grants pardons 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argentine President Carlos Menem 
seeking a reconciliation between civilians and the aimed forces’ 
said Saturday he had granted pardons to 39 military officers and 64 
former guerrillas accused of crimes committed during last decade’s 
so-called duty-war. Menem, who made the announcement from his 
home province of La Rioja, 1,100 kilometres northwest of Buenos 
Aires, signed four decrees for the pardons late Friday, government 
press director Adalbert© Diaz Garda told Reuters. “Difficult times 
await Argentina (but) 1 know we will overcome. That’s why we 
speak about a reconciliation between Argentines to brine about the 
needed pacification,” Menem said. * 


KENT, New York (AP) — 
Apparently sot m their regular' 
neighbourhood, . coyotes are 
befog sighted in New York City’s 
northern suburbs, officials say. 
Anthony Cazzari, town super¬ 
visor, said last week that'when be 
walked out of his boose Tuesday, 
morning, he found “A straage- 



, he said, be reafcsed 
there was a coyote in bis yard. He 
ran inside to get a camera but the 
animal was gone when be came 
out. Coyotes are small wolves 
native to America’s western 
prairies. They grow up to 1.2 
metres long. 


Charles gains 
‘strength 1 from polo 


Human rights groups say the 
government actively supports 
vigilante groups in their campaign 
against Sinhalese radicals. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Britain’s 
Prince Charles says that pla ying a 
game of polo helps him maint ai n 
an image of a strong, tough-lead¬ 
er, according to an interview pub¬ 
lished in Polo Life magazine. The 


prince also says in the interview 
nublisbed in the autumn issue of 


news his- mental and physical 
strength. “One of the things I've 
always felt strongly about m this 
position is leadership, or setting 
an example,’* he says. “I do 
believe it’s very important to be 
seen not to be a chicken, to be 
leading from the front, showing 
you’re prepared to do perhaps 
some of the more dangerous 
things.” He fays he almost never 
loses his temper while playing 
polo but admits: “I swear occa¬ 
sionally, not too loud. On the 
whole, I remain reasonable." He 
is not going to force either of his 
sons to play the game he loves sb 
much but admits be hopes they 
take op the sport. Polo Life is a 
publication of Fleet Street pub¬ 
lishing corporation in Gaith¬ 
ersburg, Maryland. 


‘Guru 1 adopts 
new name 


LAKE OSWEGO, Oregon (AP) 
— Bhagwan Shrcc Rajneesh has. 
adopted a new name — Osho — 
and given his followers a change 
of habit. Osho is a Japanese word 
that means “the wfaofe&maa, the 
fully awakened one and respect¬ 
fully symbolises a man of peace, 
grace and love upon whom exist¬ 
ence is showering all its blesangs 
from every direction,'’ according 
to a statement from the sect’s 
Oregon press service. Disciples 
also have begun wearing maroon 
robes during the day mid white 
robes during evening meditations 
at the commune in Pone, India, 
the release said. In the yens 
when the commune was based in 
Oregon, Rajneesbees wore va¬ 
rious shades of red, but the 58- 
year-old guru later advised them 
to drop the practice to avoid 
harassment and discriminatiou. 
The self-described “rich man's 
guru,” who readies meditation as 
a means to enlightenment, re¬ 
turned to India four years ago 
after pleading guilty to U.S. im¬ 
migration charges. 


Note across 
Hie ocean 


FORT LAUDERDALE, Florida 
(AP) — An eight-year-old boy 
stuck a message in a bottle, threw, 
it into the ocean and waited fora 
response. He got one five years 
later — from England. “Hello 
Tommy,” wrote 15-year-old 
Anya Leeds. “I don't know 
whether you remember sending 
your note in a bottle. We just 
found it on the other side of. the 
Atlantic.” Tom Mote, of Dania, 
whose son Tommy put the bottle 
in the ocean in July 1984, said: “I 
couldn't believe that bottle had 
been around for five years." The 
bottle was foupd by 10-year-old 
Gareth Wildman on a beach in 
Pe nz a n ce, on the southwest rip of 
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